ARCHIBALD MACMECHAN/WESTMOUNT CHAPTER

Halifax, Nova Scotia

	Chapter Name


	Archibald MacMechan/Westmount

	Chapter Number 

	NS – 0981 

	Location


	Halifax, NS

	History of Name
	Archibald MacMechan Chapter was named for Dalhousie English Professor Archibald MacMechan. The chapter members comprised largely of university graduates who had been students of Archibald MacMechan. Two members (not charter) went on to become Provincial Presidents, Bea Anderson 1955-59 and Helen Rankin 1970-73. During Bea’s term, she and the Education Secretary set up the Provincial Bursary Fund, still one of the Provincial Chapters main projects.

Westmount Chapter was named after a subdivision in Halifax where most of the founding members lived.  Westmount Subdivision was built after the Second World War on a large tract of land that had formerly been used as a municipal airport and later as a wartime depot.  At the end of the war new uses were sought for the property and part of the area was transformed into a housing development for returning servicemen and their families.  The street plan was for a “limited access super block”, a novelty for Halifax at the time, and it would be a low density area with six units per acre, pedestrian paths connecting the house fronts, and cars, garbage and other services on the street at the rear of the houses.  221 houses were built, of which 182 were sold outright and the remaining rented, all to returning servicemen.  All of the new streets were named for men who had died on duty with Canadian and British forces in the Second World War. 

	Motto 


	To be rather than to Serve

Every Step Forward

	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	The Archibald MacMechan chapter was organized on April 17, 1932 and the charter was granted May 7, 1932.  The Westmount chapter was organized on April 26, 1950 and the charter was granted on May 3, 1950. The two chapters amalgamated in March 2006.

	Most Important Project Supported


	Bursary to university student

	Local Projects Supported


	Wreaths for Remembrance Day services, food banks, books and clothes for Missions to Seafarers, knitting for IWK Hospital, used clothing and magazines to charities and calendar to Westport School.

	Municipal Projects Supported


	Knitting for Children’s Hospital; used clothing and magazines to charities

	Provincial Projects Supported


	Dr. John Crocker Kidney Research, Good Samaritan Fund, 

Knitting for Labrador, Provincial Bursary Fund and Services Fund.

	National Projects Supported 


	National Services Fund, Labrador Snack Pack, Labrador Bursary Fund and International peace Garden.

	Unique Feature of Chapter


	Chapter members are all over 70 years old.

	Fundraising


	Coffee Party in conjunction with other Halifax chapters.

	Meetings


	First Tuesday of month at a member’s home

	Contact Person


	Helen Wyman

(902) 455-8109

	Chapter Web Site 


	


