WALTER BAKER CHAPTER

Nepean, Ontario

	Chapter Name


	Walter Baker

	Chapter Number


	ON – 1103

	Location


	Nepean, Ontario

	History of Name
	The Honourable Walter Baker, P.C., M.P.P., Q.C., attended Albert College in Belleville, won college letter for sports, sang in the choir, joined debating team society and was President of the Student Council.  When he graduated in 1950 he was given the Howard Purchase award for greatest contribution to residential life.  He was elected to the Board of Governors of Albert College in 1973 and was Vice-Chairman of the Board for two years.  He enrolled in Carleton University in 1950, Political Science, graduating in 1953.  A scholarship in his name was set up by the “Friends of Walter Baker” after his death.  He enrolled in Osgoode Hall, University of Toronto, in 1953; articled with the firm of Kelso and Archibald.  He was called to the bar in 1957.  He joined the Ottawa arm of Dick Bell in 1957 and became a partner in 1959 when the firm became known as Bell Baker.  His office was always open whether his clients could pay or not.  Mr. Baker enjoyed activities and sports where he could meet people: skiing, golfing, walking.  He was an elder of the City View Church; involved with the Kiwanis Club and the United Commercial Travelers (support of retarded children), helped with Scouts and the Cancer Clinic at Queensway – Carleton Hospital.  He entered politics in 1972 until 1983 and he carried out his duties in such a way as to gain the admiration and respect of his peers.  He worked to improve freedom of information, therapeutic hospital use of heroin and parliamentary reform.  He still found time to attend local events from plowing matches to graduations, attended community meetings, visited various neighbourhoods to make himself more accessible, wrote letters congratulating children on special awards and others on special anniversaries, conducted groups of his constituents through the Parliament Buildings, discussed their problems, answered their letters and showed he cared.  The South Nepean Centre was renamed the Walter Baker Sports Centre to acknowledge the energy and commitment shown by Mr. Baker in serving his community. The city of Kanata has named one of the large city parks the Walter Baker Park in his honour.  Mr. Baker died in Ottawa on November 13, 1983.



	Motto


	

	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	Charter was granted on June 2, 1988, with the Bestowal of Charter on October 25, 1988.  



	Most Important Project Supported


	· Gazebo at Queensway-Carleton Hospital 
· Women’s Shelters: Nelson House and Chrysalis House
· Guide Dogs for the Blind

· Silver Springs Farms



	Local Projects Supported


	As above also:

· Food for thought in local Public Schools

· Bursaries to College



	Municipal Projects Supported


	· Time Travellers Camp



	Provincial Projects Supported


	· Lucy Morrison Memorial Fund

· Footwear for Kids

· Concern for Children

· Services Fund



	National Projects Supported 


	· 100th Anniversary Fund

· War Memorial Scholarship Fund

· Services Fund



	Unique Feature of Chapter


	We are one another’s friend and support team.  We have fun while fund-raising



	Fundraising


	· Annual Fashion Show 

· An Afternoon of Games


	Meetings
	· 3rd Thursday at 1pm

· In homes of members



	Contact Person


	Caroline Rodgers

carolinerodgers@sympatico.ca  



	Chapter Web Site 


	www.iodewalterbaker.weebly.com


