DR. GEORGE W. KERBY CHAPTER

Calgary, Alberta

	Chapter Name


	Dr. George W. Kerby

	Chapter Number


	AB – 0354

	Location


	Calgary, AB

	History of Name
	Dr. Geo W. Kerby is a resident of Calgary, and known throughout the Dominion as an educationalist, having been principal of Mount Royal College in Calgary for the past 31 years.  He is 81 years of age.

The chapter was organized on January 30th, 1942 with a membership of 18.  The name Dr. George W. Kerby was chosen for the chapter name on the suggestion of Beryl Ciley.

At a tea held in February 1942 we were presented with our charter.  Dr. Kerby was present and gave a very enlightening talk.  At our annual dinner the following year Dr. Kerby was our honoured guest and spoke a few inspiring words to the members.

For those not familiar with the life of Dr. Kerby may I be permitted to give a brief biographical sketch.

Dr. Kerby was born on a farm near Sombra, Ontario on July 18th, 1860.  He received his high school education in Sarnia and later attended Victoria College in Toronto, from which he obtained his B.A. in 1888 with first class honors.

He came to Calgary in 1903 as pastor of Central Methodist Church which is now Central United.  Always a great leader of young people, it became his ambition to found a residential school to which country boys and girls could come to finish high school.  In 1910 this ambition was realized when Mount Royal College was founded.  Dr. Kerby became principal of the college, but his hopes were not yet completely fulfilled.  He wanted a Junior College which would offer, besides a complete high school and musical education, a first year university course.  This dream was not realized until 1932, more than twenty years later.

During World War 1, Dr. Kerby served in the capacity of Chief Recruiting Officer of Military District No 13, Honorary Major and Chaplain.

 For his long and steady work and leadership Dr. Kerby had been awarded the King’s Jubilee Medal, The Coronation Medal, and the Efficiency and Long Service Medal.

He was principal of Mount Royal College for over thirty years, and on the evening of June 30th, 1942 more than 600 Calgarians gathered to pay tribute to him on the eve of his official retirement.  On a few occasions members of the chapter had been guests at his home which was located near Mount Royal College.

On February 9th, 1944 Dr. Kerby at the ripe age of 83 slipped away during his sleep.  He had a colourful career and has been highly honoured by his fellow men.

He was a great and loyal friend whose friendship deepened the longer it was experienced.  “I started my career without a dollar,” Dr. Kerby once said.  “I have never gained much in the way or worldly goods, but I have felt rich in the sympathy and friendship of many people.  All the money in the world can’t buy that.”

It is good to have known such a man and to know that such friendship lives on.  

	Motto 


	For God and the Empire

	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	This chapter was organized on January 30, 1942 and the charter was granted on February 4, 1942. 

	Most Important Project Supported


	Canadian National Institute for the Blind CNIB

	Local Projects Supported


	SAIT Bursary, CNIB, Kerby Centre, Mustard Seed Mens Drop in Centre, St Bernadette School, Fanning Centre Food Bank, Xmas Adopt a Family

	Municipal Projects Supported


	Handi Bus, Young Offenders Centre, Eagle Centre, Children’s Cottage, Ronald McDonald House

	Provincial Projects Supported


	Provincial Administration, Services, Adopt a Child, Cawansteon Bursary, Child Abuse, G     Education

	National Projects Supported 


	War Memorial, Peace Garden, Canadian Disaster Fund, Soup & Stew Fund

	Unique Feature of Chapter


	Members are kind, courteous and always willing to take part in all our undertakings to raise funds.

	Fundraising


	· Working at the IODE Thrift Shop

· Selling Grey Cup Pool tickets

· Garage Sales

· Sale at the IODE Bazaar

· Raffles



	Meetings


	3rd Saturday morning at 10 am

	Contact Person


	Merrill Stevens 40 Midglen Way SE

Calgary  254-8549

	Chapter Web Site 


	


