GARY OAK CHAPTER

Victoria, British Columbia

	Chapter Name


	Garry Oak

	Chapter Number


	BC – 1131

	Location


	Victoria, B.C.

	History of Name
	Protected tree unique to British Columbia.

The Garry Oak (Quercus garryana, Dougl. ex Hook) is the only native oak west of the Rockies in Canada, and grows only on the southern tip of Vancouver Island, the adjacent smaller islands, and to some degree in the Fraser Valley up to Hope.  It was named for Nicholas Garry, an officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company in the early 1800s, who helped David Douglas, the Scottish botanical explorer, in his expeditions.  Currently, there are concerns for the species since, after thousands of years of existence, it is being threatened by civilization.  However, efforts are very strong in preserving it in its natural habitat.

	Motto 


	Small chapter but does mighty things.

	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	This chapter was organized in October 1996, and the Charter was granted May 23, 1996.

	Most Important Project Supported


	Education bursary to Camosun College

Books to school libraries

	Local Projects Supported


	Fresh start baskets for transition house

	Municipal Projects Supported


	Cookies served at citizenship court

	Provincial Projects Supported


	Nursing stations up north (knitted items)

	National Projects Supported 


	Donations to various funds

Purchase of IODE calendars

	Unique Feature of Chapter


	

	Fundraising


	Knitted and handmade items for sale at Christmas Bazaar held at local school.

	Meetings
	3rd Tuesday each month except July & August

Members homes

	Contact Person


	Bev Montague – Communications Officer

e-mail:  beverley.montague@shaw.ca

	Chapter Web Site 


	


