JESSIE F. GORDON CHAPTER

Vancouver, British Columbia

	Chapter Name


	Jessie F. Gordon

	Chapter Number


	BC – 0842

	Location


	Vancouver, B.C.

	History of Name
	Several of the first members of our Chapter were students of Crofton House School, a private girls’ school in Vancouver.  Anna E. Sprott, who was Provincial Membership Convenor at the time, suggested naming the new chapter after Jessie F. Gordon, founder of Crofton House School. 

	Motto 


	Serve and Be Faithful

	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	The chapter was organized on May 8, 1939 and the charter was granted on June 1, 1939.

	Most Important Project Supported


	In general terms, the chapter primarily provides support and services to women in need.

In terms of contribution time, we support the Jessie R. Burke Memorial Fund by providing volunteers to staff the coffee bar at the BC Cancer Clinic located at Vancouver Hospital.  Coffee and cookies are provided for patients, volunteers and drivers who transport cancer patients to the clinic for treatments.  Patients also find a kind listening ear if they feel the need to talk to someone other than family.  Funds generated by the coffee bar are used to provide furnishing for the care and comfort of clinic patients.

	Local Projects Supported


	Services:  We donate clothing and linens and gifts at Christmas to the Downtown Eastside Women’s Shelter and put together Fresh Start baskets for Munroe House – a transition house for battered women.  We assemble personal toiletries kits, mew baby layettes and donate turkeys for First United Church in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.

Education:  We have adopted a local needy school, to which we donate socks and underwear, Christmas hampers for two families, and money for books.  Born-to-read book bags are made and filled for young children of women at Monroe House and for newborn babies of teen mothers at the Colt Program at the Richmond Secondary School.

	Municipal Projects Supported


	

	Provincial Projects Supported


	Services:  We contribute knitting and time for packing boxes of warm clothing for thirteen northern Nursing Stations.  We also provide volunteers for the BC Cancer Clinic coffee bar.

Education:  We have contributed funds to the Baby-Think-It-Over program, and are now working to place and administer dolls in local programs.

	National Projects Supported 


	· Veterans Overseas Fund

· National Disaster Fund

	Unique Feature of Chapter


	We have approximately 25 very active members who range in age from 40 to 90 years of age – and we have fun!  There is compatibility and a general friendship that exists throughout the group.

	Fundraising


	We participate in an annual Lower Mainland Zone Bazaar in November.  We host a Games Day Luncheon to raise funds for a specific project, currently the Baby-Think-It-Over program.

We also raise funds through Regal Catalogue sales, Purdy’s Chocolates and Vesey Bulb sales.

	Meetings
	1-3 pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month, Sept to June.

St. Stephen’s United Church, 7025 Granville Street at 54th Avenue.

	Contact Person


	Donna Livingstone

Phone:  604-714-6903

Email:  donna@extraordinarytoys.com

	Chapter Web Site 


	


