PRINCE GEORGE CHAPTER

Prince George, British Columbia

	Chapter Name


	Prince George

	Chapter Number


	BC - 1118

	Location


	Prince George, B.C.

	History of Name
	The origins of Prince George can be traced to the fur trading post of Fort George established in 1807 by Simon Fraser.  The post was centred in the centuries-old homeland of the Lheit-Lit’en Nation.  Agricultural settlement around Fort George began about 1906 and the Canadian National Railway arrived in 1914.  In 1915, the growing city was incorporated as Prince George.

Growth was slow until the 1950s when many people arrived from the prairies and Europe to work in the saw-mills. The 1960s and 1970s were years or remarkable growth associated with modernization of the sawmill industry and construction of three pulp mills.  Today the population exceeds 70,000.

The local economy continues to diversify with over a dozen saw mills, a plywood plant, specialized wood manufacturing, chemical plants, a brewery, railway maintenance shops, heavy equipment distribution, and government and educational services.

The city’s role as a regional centre is supported by its location at the intersection of the main east-west and north-south highways and railways.  It has a Class A airport that accommodates two major airlines and several fixed wing and helicopter charter companies.

BC’s Northern Capital is highlighted by a large, modern library and hospital, a regional college, the main campus of the new University of Northern British Columbia, two museums, an art gallery, amateur playhouse and a symphony orchestra.  Soon to be constructed are a civic centre adjacent to the leisure pool, an art gallery and a courthouse.

The city treasures its outdoor lifestyle which is provided for by numerous playing fields, several golf courses, downhill and cross-country ski areas, a river trail system, ample fishing lakes and nearby wilderness areas available for hiking and hunting. 
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	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	This chapter was organized on January 10, 1994 and the charter was granted February 02, 1994. 
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