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	Location


	Mahone Bay, NS

	History of Name
	The original Teazer was a small privateer that sailed out of New York.  She was armed with two guns, had a crew of fifty and few British ships which fell in with her escaped.  After about five months of privateering, she was captured by a British cruiser, but the captors didn’t consider her worthy of salvaging, so burned her at sea.  Her crew was sent home in a prisoner exchange, and the officers paroled, promising not to take part in privateering for a specified period.  Among those paroled was the captain, Frederick Johnson, who, in violation of his parole, volunteered to sail the Teazer’s successor, Young Teazer, also an American privateer.  She was more powerful, weighing 124 tons, built of oak, armed with two long guns and three cannonades, and named by a crew of sixty-five.  She became very destructive to trade and commerce on the high seas.  Johnson sailed on her as her first officer.  On June 26, 1813, the Young Teazer was chased by two British privateers and trapped in Mahone Bay.  Fearing punishment should he be caught, Johnson set his ship afire as she went up in flames, there was a huge explosion which could be send and heard for miles around in every direction.  Only eight of the crew members survived.  Many tales of sightings of a burning ship on the horizon have been reported over the years, and they have become part of the folklore of the area.  There is a superstition that on some foggy nights the Teazer lights can be seen.  Each year, during Mahone Bay’s Wooden Boat Festival there is a re-enactment of the chase and the burning of the Young Teazer.  (It is interesting to note that there was a third Teazer, also engaged in privateering, and that all three were owned by the same privateering firm, and all three became known as the Teazer.     
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	This chapter was organized on June 27, 1996 and the charter was granted on October 2, 1996.
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