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	Chapter Number


	ON – 1137

	Location


	Ancaster, Ontario

	History of Name
	Fieldcote Memorial Park and Museum located at 64 Sulphur Springs Road in Ancaster, Ontario, is the former home of Thomas William Devey Farmer and his wife, Doris H. Farmer, who built the lovely English Tudor style cottage in 1947.  Thomas was born in Ancaster and educated at Hamilton Collegiate and Divinity College. After receiving his Bachelor of Arts, he was hired by The Hamilton Spectator in 1930 and became their editor-in-chief in 1966.  Throughout his life, Thomas had a deep appreciation for the historical aspects of society.  He died in 1976 at the age of 66.  Thomas’ widow, Doris, arranged for the entire estate to be given to the Conservation Foundation of the Hamilton region and the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority (HRCA) upon her death.  She also arranged a $200,000 trust for the maintenance of the approximately 7 acres of land and to develop a museum and botanical garden on the property.  Doris H. Farmer, a longtime member of the Ancaster Township Historical Society, died in February of 1982.  The ground breaking ceremony was held on 09 May 1987 and construction began soon after.  The official opening was scheduled for 13 October 1987 but a fire one week before destroyed a large portion of the house.  After repairs were made, the ground opening was held 17 May 1988.  The museum took the name Fieldcote after the Farmer family estate in England and today, has over 60,000 pages of archives and records which date back to the late 1700’s.
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	Charter Date / Bestowal Date


	The chapter was organized on 24 February 2003 and Charter was granted on 02 April 2003. Bestowal of Charter ceremony was 08 May 2003.
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