anadians have benefited from

‘ IODE service since 1900 and will
continue to do so. Education, basic

literacy, hunger, homelessness, health inse-
curities, environmental concerns and good
citizenship issues are all areas that IODE
members help with on a constant basis.
Their creativity in responding to identified
needs brings a warmth to working together
that makes IODE membership rewarding.
An organization, as diverse as IODE with
an historical record that encompasses
extreme situations and women working
together to make change, needs to look to
the future and change to stay in step with
society. The remarkable women who join
IODE across the country serving communi-
ties with 124 years of experience and
advances in technology find their ability to
serve extended. The current [ODE skill set
amplifies the ability to communicate, and

I0DE Captain Garnet Brackin, Chatham, ON,
recently donated $1,000 to St. Paul’s Victorian
Avenue United Church Pantry Program. The
program feeds over 125 people every
Wednesday. (I-r) Marianne Johnstone,
Dianne Blonde Pinkerton with Pantry Shelf
volunteer Anne Gibson after the food items
were purchased.

I0DE Fort Calgary, Calgary, AB, donated more
than $300 in food donations to the Calgary
Food Bank. A monetary donation was also
included and enthusiastically received by the
staff at the Food Bank.

more importantly, to work together to make
a difference in the lives of people, of every
age and situation, wherever they may be.

Because IODE offers so much on so
many fronts it makes “Every Member Counts”
a slogan with teeth. Members come in all
shapes, sizes, interests and abilities. That in
itself is important. Each member brings a
gift to IODE. Members can be leaders, or-
ganizers, thinkers, participants, visionaries,
communicators, helpers, contributors, each
in their own fashion, all with a common
goal, which is the betterment of IODE
Chapter’s efforts to make a difference in in-
dividual communities, provinces and the
country.

All roles are valued equally because the
combination of women of all ages and stages
of life contributing what they can around
their already busy schedules is what makes
IODE thrive. Every minute a member can

contribute to any IODE initiative or project
is a minute towards helping others.
Collectively it comes together in a remark-
able way. Every contribution, large or small,
counts and is valued. All contributions of
volunteer time and personal talent and abil-
ity are welcome, whether in person at regular
meetings or via the constantly evolving pos-
sibilities of the internet and social media.
IODE is a one-size-fits-all organization
and that is something unique. Members
choose how, when and how much they
participate. Every Member Counts to support
communities, help others and make a
difference from coast to coast to coast.

Twiddlemuffs are colourful, captivating sen-
sory therapy tools designed to keep restless
hands active and busy. They are known to be
very effective for people living with dementia
or Alzheimers. I0DE Katie Hazen Mackay,
St. John, NB, has been involved with making
and donating them to hospitals, nursing
homes and individuals for many years.

Would you like to be a part of Every
Member Counts? Contact IODE Canada

at www.I0DE.ca.

IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life

for individuals through education support, community service and citizenship programs.
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IN MEMORIAM

Suzanne “Sue” Williams

Suzanne Williams joined IODE in 1967 as
a member of IODE Royal Regiment of
Canada, Toronto, ON. She then joined
IODE John Ross Robertson. At the
Municipal level, she served as Assistant
Citizenship Officer, Citizenship Officer and
Corresponding Secretary.

As National Officer since 1977, Suzanne
was Junior Chapter Secretary, Constitution

Officer, Education Officer, Second Vice-

1934 - 2023

President and First Vice-President. Suzanne
was installed as National President on 04
June 1988. She served in this capacity for
two years. Since that time, Suzanne was an
Honorary Vice-President of IODE Canada.
While she served as National President
of IODE, she had the opportunity to travel
Canada’s North overseeing many projects
supporting Indigenous children. Her dedi-
cation to IODE will not be forgotten.

IODE is honoured and delighted to inform members that Her
Excellency, the Right Honourable Mary Simon, C.C., CM.M.,
C.O.M,, 0.Q., C.D., Governor General and Commander-in-
Chief of Canada, has graciously accepted to serve as Vice Regal
Patron of The National Chapter of Canada IODE during her

term of office.

Before becoming Canada’s 30th Governor General, Ms.
Simon gained national and international recognition for her
work on Arctic and Indigenous issues and for her efforts in
advocating for Inuit rights, youth, education and culture.

Among other distinctions, Ms. Simon is an Officer of the
Ordre national du Québec. She is also a recipient of the

Governor General’s Northern Medal, the Gold Order of Greenland, the National Aboriginal
Achievement Award, the Gold Medal of the Canadian Geographical Society and the Symons
Medal.

Looking forward, as plans are made for future projects, the priorities identified in Her
Excellency’s letter to IODE were diversity and inclusion, youth and education, climate change
and the protection of the natural world, and mental health and wellness. These certainly
align with the normal areas of focus for IODE projects.

Her Excellency’s major area of emphasis is on reconciliation which is “not one program or
action, but a constant commitment to respecting and understanding each other, as well as dedication
to learning the truth of our history.” For many years, some IODE chapters gifted those in need
from a parental perspective. Learning to ask clients what they need, and really listening to
understand what is needed, and then acting, is the way of helping as IODE celebrates
124 years of achievement and prepares to go forward.
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he excitement and achievements
| found through projects and events
are being shared on social media
by IODE chapters. This increases the
awareness of [ODE activities across
communities and leads people to seek
more information about IODE. As [ODE
prepares for a celebration of 125 years of
service in 2025, chapters will review their
history and that of IODE in their
communities.

It is important that current members
become aware of past contributions in
addition to the contributions being
made now.

There are not many organizations that
thrive for 124 years and IODE has accom-
plished this by adjusting to changes in
society and directing its energy toward pro-
grams that meet the needs of the commu-
nities they serve. Sometimes IODE has
been an agent for change: founding
children’s hospitals and hospitals for
tuberculosis; supporting the development
of school libraries; creating programs such
as “Born to Read” and supporting “Baby
Think it Over” and other programs.

Now is the time to think about what is
needed to serve our communities and the

IODE President’s Message

individuals that form them, in the years
ahead. The 124th National Annual
Meeting, in Charlottetown, PE, or online,
will provide opportunities to share IODE
accomplishments and learn strategies to
gather more information. There will be
opportunities to look ahead and share
ideas about how IODE can serve in both
home communities and nationally. In the
past, IODE served through pandemics,
wars, polio and the Great Depression, all
events having huge effects on Canadians.
Today, wars, alarming climate changes and
a tremendous influx of immigrants are el-
ements of our future. [ODE must adapt
to these forces as it continues beyond
125 years of service. Together Again, the

theme of the National Annual Meeting
29, 30, 31 May is an opportunity to come
together, whether in person or online, to
explore both IODE history, and learn
ways to discover local IODE information;
and ideas for IODE service in the years
ahead.

The constant influx of new members
has made it possible for women of IODE
to carry on their work for over a century.

The enjoyment of IODE participation
needs to be shared with others.
Membership sustainability does not de-
pend solely on adding women to existing
chapters, new chapters can be developed
around women who want to participate
in service. Current communication tools,
ease of transportation and the work we
do has simplified the opportunity to create
new chapters.

Together, IODE members will meet
the challenge of making contributions to
Canadian society. The contributions are
the accomplishments of individual mem-
bers working together for the benefit of
others and enjoying that work. Together,
in person or online, IODE members will
propel IODE past 125 years of service and
into the future.

Michaela Kryger, Children’s Centre Librarian at
the Charlottetown Library Learning Centre ac-
cepts a copy of the book Weird Rules to Follow
from I0DE Lady Slipper, Charlottetown, PE.
Ms. Kryger confirmed that this book, recipient
of the 2023 I0DE Violet Downey Book Award,
has been very popular with young people visit-
ing the library. The chapter also sent a copy of
the book to its adopted classroom in Labrador.

Since its inception, IODE
Share A Story ... Bring A
Book has distributed over
3,000 books donated by
members at the National
Annual Meetings. Books
are given to schools, li-
braries, daycares and
community centres.

For well over 50 years, members of IODE Dr. Norman
A. McCormick, Windsor, ON, have served their com-
munity and beyond in a variety of ways. Their
fundraising efforts support Street Help, food banks,
shelters, schools locally and in Labrador, scholarships
and people of all ages and circumstance. Members
volunteer their time at the local hospital, hospice,
Red Cross blood clinics, cancer clinics and citizenship
courts. They make a significant impact in the lives of
many.
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Citizenship

Remembrance Day in Ottawa

his Remembrance Day marked the

I 75th anniversary of the first United

Nations Peace Keeping mission. It

was also the 70th anniversary of the Korean

War. The Silver Cross Mother was Mrs.

Gloria Hooper whose son

Sapper Chris Holopina, was

killed in a vehicle accident on

the way to rescue allied sol-
diers in Bosnia.

The Governor General,
Prime Minister and Chief of
Defense Staff General Wayne
Erye were present. In his ad-
dress, General Erye spoke of
the outstanding service of
military members and their
families although “the study
of our military history could
almost be considered a study
in unpreparedness.”

In addition to the digni-
taries, the student winners of

the Royal Canadian Legion’s poster and
essay contests, placed wreaths at the War
Memorial. Army padres reminded atten-
dees to take action in addition to remem-
brance. “Choose diplomacy over violence;
celebrate the difference
rather than the exclusion.
Lest we forget”. Indigenous
veterans, diplomats, first re-
sponders, politicians and
members of the public laid
wreaths.

In his benediction, Most
Reverend Scot McCaig re-
minded his listeners that
the people being honoured
had sacrificed everything,
that those in Canada might
live in freedom. Those in
attendance were challenged
to guard and cherish those
ideals. “God Keep Our

Land Glorious and Free”.

Honouring Our Brave Soldiers

The 8th Annual No Stone Left Alone ceremony was held on 3 November at the Olds
Cemetery, Olds, AB, conducted by IODE Baron Tweedsmuir and Royal Canadian
Legion Branch #105. On a warm and sunny day, grade school students from Ecole
Deer Meadow School and Holy
Trinity Catholic School participated.
The service pays tribute to those who
sacrificed their lives in war and con-
flict for the freedoms enjoyed today.
The graves of the soldiers were recog-
nized with flags and poppies by the
students. Dianne

Powney,
Citizenship Officer served as Master
of Ceremonies for the occasion.

I0DE Lord Lascelles,
Lacombe, AB, mem-
bers volunteered to
make poppies to dec-
orate the doorway of
the Flatiron Building
in their city.

Remembrance Day
in St John’s NL

Newfoundland became part of Canada
after the First and Second World wars.
There are separate war memorials for
citizens of Newfoundland. IODE annually
presents wreaths at these memorials. Since
the Newfoundland chapters retired, mem-
bers of the retired chapters and students
who have earned Labrador Bursaries have
laid the wreaths on behalf of IODE. This
Remembrance Day fell on a weekend and
during a semester break when most students
had gone home. Edna Duffett a member
of one of the retired chapters not only pre-
sented the wreath but created the sash bear-
ing IODE identification.

The equipment at the Legion in
St. John'’s for creating the sashes and letter-
ing was broken. Edna stepped up helping
several organizations with sashes for their
wreaths.

For the first time in many years, the
wreaths were laid at Sergeant’s Memorial as
the area around the cenotaph remains
under construction.

Many chapters across Canada work with children
in their communities to decorate stones to honour
Remembrance Day. This has been a successful
project honouring those who served Canada.
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Citizenship

1IODE Evolve, AB, provided two Excellence Awards at Chief Justice Milvain School in
Calgary. The award was in honour of Manmeet Singh Bhullar who was a prominent
MLA in the community killed in a highway accident. The grade 5/6 teachers chose
who best represented the essence of Mr. Bhullar... a student who works hard, shows
leadership and is involved in clubs or school activities. The Grade 5 and Grade 6 award
recipients received an Indigo gift card, a book and certificate of excellence. The cere-
mony was held as part of the school
assembly celebrating students for
their successful school year. IODE
was recognized and thanked for the
support for these awards.

I0DE Bemersyde, Campbellford, ON,
President Betsy Thomson awarded Rob
Morningstar with a Citizenship Award for his
act of courage and quick thinking in quelling
a fire at the cheese factory.

I0DE Evolve, AB, President Brandy Eagleson, Chief
Justice Milvain Principal Aubrey Fletcher, Citizenship
Officer Brooke Eagleson at the awards ceremony.

In recognition of African Heritage
Month, Marilyn DesBarres, IODE NS
President and IODE Cobequid,
Springhill, NS, Treasurer shared The
Underground Railroad Quilt she creat-
ed. The explanation of each block’s sym-
bol is explained in the lower right hand
corner block. Past IODE NS Provincial
President Eileen Glennie (right) assists
Marilyn.

IODE Atlantic Charter, St. Stephen, NB, set up a Dia De
Los Muertos Cookie Decorating Table at the 2nd Annual
Dia De Los Muertos event hosted by the Charlotte County
Multicultural Association at the Garcelon Civic Center on
4th November. This inclusion project introduced attendees
to the Day of the Dead customs of the Mexican people.
Marigolds, brightly coloured paper banners, incense, skulls,
photos and possessions adorned the Altar. The Sounds of
Mexico Mariachi band as well as guitarist David Diaz en-
tertained throughout the afternoon. A special treat was
listening to 10-year-old Oly sing a traditional song.

I0ODE Hon. Malcolm Cameron,
Sarnia, ON, members participated in
Sarnia's annual fundraiser for River
City Vineyard's Coldest Night of the
Year (CNQY). They manned the walk-
ing stations and provided snacks and
drinks for the walkers. A hot lunch
of homemade soups, chili, baked
beans and buns was provided for
107 walkers after the 2 - 5 km walk.
Some members also raised funds

I0DE Walter Baker, Kanata/Nepean, ON,
Membership Officer Nancy Wiles and
Standard Bearer Adrienne Alexander laying
a wreath at the Barrhaven Legion
Remembrance Day Service.

and participated in the walk. (I-r) Jan
Casbourn, Diane Wilson, Katie
Copeland, Mary Gates, Samantha
Dira Vandenbranden and Jayne
Little.
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IODE Awareness Week

hapters demonstrated their indi-
‘ viduality in the variety of ways

they chose to participate in IODE
Awareness Week. Members did an excel-
lent job of bringing IODE to the publics’
attention. Social media was used effec-
tively and requests for information about
membership were doubled compared to
the rest of the year.

Chapters in Amherst, Nova Scotia and
Fredericton, New Brunswick arranged to
have city councils proclaim IODE
Awareness Week and focus attention on
the work of IODE chapters. In Prince
Edward Island, IODE received an invita-
tion to Government House to plant a tree
they had donated earlier to help replace
trees lost in Hurricane Fiona. IODE
Margaret Stokes, Petrolia, ON, arranged
to fly the corporate logo flag at city hall
for IODE Awareness Week. Additionally,
they were supporting Fiery Faces pumpkin
carving, making and selling their famous
butter tarts and carrying out many proj-
ects, a busy week.

In Goderich, ON, IODE Maple Leaf
advertised a major fund raiser, their
Christmas House Tour, which is consid-

ered a vital part of Christmas in the com-
munity. They also made their video about
IODE membership part of their media
presence for the week. After a brief hiatus,
IODE Mount Temple, Banff, AB, famous
for their hot dog sales in summer, hosted
a sold-out Harvest Luncheon.

IODE Dardanelles, Carstairs, AB, par-
ticipated in Beef and Barley Days in their
community and had an eye-catching entry
in the parade, an IODE banner followed
by a convertible carrying celebrating, cos-
tumed chapter members. IODE Lord
Dufferin, Orangeville, ON, worked with
the Ontario Provincial Police to present a
child identification clinic, a very large
event, and the signage drew attention to
[ODE in a positive way.

IODE BC hosted a competition to se-
lect an organization to receive a large an-
nual donation from one of their trust
funds. Primary chapters identified poten-
tial candidates for the award and helped
them with their presentations. This is a
great way to spread information about the
kind of contribution IODE can make in
a community. The winner was a nursing
home that received a special ceiling lift,

making the moving of patients much eas-
ier and needed in care communities.
Putting “Ask, Listen, Act” to work in the
community.

(I-r) Gail MacLean, Sandra McCormick, Beth
Ferguson, Karen MacLeod, Angela Walker,
Dorothy Johnston.

Members of IODE Lady Slipper and
IODE Lady Holland, Charlottetown, PE,
gathered during IODE Awareness week
to prepare and serve lunch at the Upper
Room Soup Kitchen. The menu was ham-
burger soup, fresh rolls and vanilla cup-
cakes with brown sugar sauce, tea, coffee
and milk. Approximately 72 meals were
served and many thanks and compliments
for a delicious meal were received.

IODE Dardanelles,
Carstairs, AB, participat-
ed in Beef & Barley Days,
an annual event that at-
tracts large crowds to
the community. The pa-
rade is a big hit along
with the rodeo, Art Guild
displays, a slow pitch
tournament and much
more.

IODE Awareness
Week activity: I0DE
| Lord
Orangeville, ON,
held a free Child
Identification Clinic
with the help of
Dufferin County
OPP.

Amherst Mayor David Logan
signs a proclamation declar-
ing 15 — 21 October 2023 as
IODE Awareness Week.
Pictured with Mayor Kogan
are councillors and three I0DE
Nova Scotia members (I-r)
IODE Cobequid Eileen
Glennie, IODE Tantramar
Jean Harrison, 10DE Lord
Amherst Margie Smith.

Dufferin,
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Education

Labrador Adopt-A-Class

IODE started to work with B

Labrador schools in the i

early 1970’s. The IODE o
Adopt-A-Class program is

designed to send parcels of ‘(' 4
support and cheer to remote - e - ih
Labrador schools at the re- ’/’_’/://j

quest of the teacher. These :////

packages assist a teacher with _./—/;/',/'/— |

things that will be useful to | ————————

the class throughout the —
school year.

Teachers ask for such items as books,
novels, graphic novels, classroom decora-

tion, winter-wear accessories, stuffies, class- Labrador. Most of the schools are
room or art supplies.
There are 17 classes, with 8 - 26 students,

eagerly waiting to be adopted throughout

without ready access to supplies.

located in small or remote communities

IODE ONCE AGAIN PRESCIENT IN SELECTING ITS
2023 Violet Downey Award Winning Book

Please support this award as it approaches its 40th Anniversary

Kim Spencer’s first children’s novel,
Weird Rules to Follow, published by Orca
Books, received the IODE Violet
Downey Book Award during the 2023
National Annual Meeting. This celebra-
tion of her first novel was the very first
recognition she received! She joins
Canadian literary luminaries including
Jean Little, Kit Pearson, Eric Walters,
Janet McNaughton, Wesley

national association, shortlisted the
book for its 2024 award which was pre-
sented in early February.

In November, Kim Spencer was
thrilled to announce that Weird Rules to
Follow “won the TD Children’s
Literature Award (Canada’s highest
award for children’s literature), the
Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical

Fiction and the Jean Little

King and Michael Bedard in
receiving this award.

“Based on the author’s |[.
own experience, a Tsimshian
tween narrates her close con- ||
nections to family and the
power of friendship- and the
pain when it fades- in this
vibrant and moving story set
in the 1980s northern British

First Novel Award”. The prize
for this Canadian Children’s
Book Centre Award was
$50,000.

Additionally, Weird Rules to
Follow was nominated for the
2023 Governor General’s
Award for Children’s
Literature.

As IODE Canada ap-

Columbia. As Mia increas-
ingly recognizes class and cultural dif
ferences and the racism and internalized
shame that result, the snapshot-like
short chapters beautifully capture a
place and time and a girl coming of age.”
This description represents the Pacific
Northwest Booksellers Award, an inter-

proaches its 125th Anniversary,
the hope is to be in a position to present
the IODE Violet Downey Book Award,
celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2025,
with chapter and individual donations
making it possible. Please make the
IODE Violet Downey Fund a priority

for contributions.

difference; this is your opportunity to be a
champion for an adopted class. You can
make lasting impact on the lives of these
young students and fuel a brighter future.
This rewarding national pro-
gram has made connec-
tions between IODE
members, individuals,
and friends to adopted
classes in Labrador.

Please contact Nadine
Fenton, IODE Canada
Labrador Adopt-A-Class

da@bellnet.ca or call the
National Office to learn
how you can adopt a Labrador Class.

IODE has always been about making a

New Scholarship
funded from Estate of
I0DE Bemersyde Member

There is a new high school scholarship in
Campbellford, ON, thanks to a generous donation of
1,000 units of Dynamic Dividend Fund from John
Murray, son of IODE member, Marilyn Murray, who
passed away in her 98th year in February, 2023.The
units from his mother’s estate were sold and 10DE
Bemersyde was pleased to establish an invested fund
to support an annual $1,000 scholarship, named the
Marilyn Murray Scholarship.

The scholarship is to be awarded to the student at
Campbellford District High School who graduates with
the second highest academic standing and is proceed-
ing to university. This new scholarship is a fitting
tribute to the service of IODE Bemersyde and Marilyn
Murray to the community of Campellford.
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Chapters in the News

IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich, ON, supports
their community in a variety of ways. The
Seahawks Girls Fastball Program saw its first
game played in 2011 at the old Ag Park with a
small group of young, aspiring female ball play-
ers who were interested in developing their in-
dividual and team abilities in this new setting.
More than a decade later, the Seahawks pro-
gram has grown dramatically, providing oppor-
tunities for girls to play fastball in Goderich
from as young as five years old all the way up to
their early 20s. Throughout this period of pro-
gram growth, the one aspect that has remained
constant is the annual support of the Seahawks
program by IODE Maple Leaf and its generous
donations through their Community Grant
Funding Program. Fastball program officials
said the generosity of IODE Maple Leaf has
gone a long way each ball season to assist in the
replacement and upgrading of fastball equip-
ment, and helping to keep the annual costs of
player registrations as low as possible.

The members of I0DE
Canada 150, St. John,
NB, were kept very busy
with preparations for the
festive season. This year,
special equipment was
needed to complete con-
struction and delivery for
the seasonal planters.
Funds raised from the
project were used to
assist patient comfort at
The Loch Lomond Villa
and Village.

IODE 48th Highlanders, Toronto, ON, member
Sergeant Lindsay Lake has been extremely active since
joining the chapter in 2022. This busy mother of two
and one half of a service couple has been posted to
CFB Gagetown in New Brunswick. The chapter de-
cided to mail “caring packages” to service members
serving outside Canada. Distance did not deter
Lindsey as she headed the project of sending caring
packages for members of the Canadian Armed Forces
currently away from home. She shopped for and pack-
aged caring packages and partnered with the
Gagetown Military Family Resource Centre to mail

the parcels. Six fortunate members of the 48th Highlanders of Canada deployed to
various places around the globe received a parcel filled with treats from home.

IODE Cobequid, Springhill, NS, members
joined members of the Crossman Sinnott
WMS to create 21 dignity bibs for the local
nursing home. This proved to be a very re-
warding project for all involved with the pos-
sibility of a follow up Christmas themed
session of dignity bibs. (I-r) Beth Adams,
Judy Amos, Bonnie Campbell, Roberta Bell.
Missing from the photo are members Sheila
Caines and Linda Scott.

Over 150 quilts were on display in Petrolia’s
Christ Church as I0DE Margaret Stokes,
Petrolia, ON, presented Quilted Treasures.
A steady stream of visitors made their way
up and down the aisle looking at both hand-
made and machine stitched treasures. The
money raised from the event provides
scholarships to local students as well as
giving to other charitable causes.

IODE Ethel Cuts, St. Albert, AB, Treasurer
Maureen Best, Secretary Gwen Johnson and
Citizenship & Communications Officer Valerie
Braiden presented $5,000 to St. Albert Stop
Abuse in Families (SAIF) Society Executive
Director Mark Dixon. The funding is to be allo-
cated to counselling and psychological education
programs for those children who have witnessed
or experienced abuse, whether it be domestic or
bullying. The funds were made available through
the IODE Alberta Child Abuse Prevention
Program (CAPD).
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Community Service

Partnerships & Commitment Create Major Funding for Projects

In a heartfelt gesture of support for pa-
tients facing life's most challenging mo-
ments, the Alexandra Marine and
General Hospital Foundation (AMGHEF)
received a generous commitment of

$40,000 from IODE Maple Leaf,

and General Hospital
Foundation

Goderich, ON, to enhance its Palliative
Care Rooms. These rooms play a crucial
role in providing compassionate end-of-
life care to patients who choose the hos-
pital setting for their final moments.

The allocated funds will primarily be
utilized to acquire two specialized beds,
each costing $14,529. These beds, de-
signed with the utmost comfort and func-
tionality in mind, aim to elevate the
quality of care provided to patients during
their palliative journey.

The overarching goal of these enhance-
ments is to create an environment that
prioritizes comfort for both patients and

I0DE Mount Temple, Banff, AB, mem-
bers held their annual October Harvest
Luncheon. The funds raised from this
event help support their many projects
including scholarships, food bank,
shelters, schools and the IODE Snack
Pack Program. Guests were treated
to homemade soups, salads, desserts
and refreshments.

their families. Understanding the emo-
tional weight carried during these difficult
times, AMGH seeks to provide a space
that fosters peace and support. The up-
graded Palliative Care Rooms will un-
doubtedly offer solace and ease the
burden for families navigating
through what can be an emo-
tionally taxing experience.

“The relationship between
the Foundation and the IODE
extends beyond financial sup-
port; it is a partnership built on
shared values and a commit-
ment to community well-being.
The $40,000 contribution from
the IODE is not just a donation but a
planned gift resulting from extensive con-
sultations with the dedicated staff at
AMGH, says Kimberley Payne, Executive
Director, Alexandra Marine and General
Hospital Foundation. This collaborative
effort reflects the IODE's role not only as
funding partners but also as founders of
our cherished hospital.”

As these improvements unfold, the
Alexandra Marine and General Hospital
expresses gratitude for [ODE Maple Leaf’s
enduring support and their shared vision
of creating spaces of comfort and compas-
sion for patients and their families during

Each year prior to Christmas, IODE Mary Lawson,
Dartmouth, NS, Services Officer Geraldine Dickie,
assembles mugs with hot chocolate, marshmallows,
candy canes and chocolates along with a beautifully
decorated cake to deliver to the Nova Scotia Hospital
to brighten the days leading up to Christmas. Geraldine
has been doing this for several years and it is one of
the many things she does to make Christmas a special
time for others. She organizes and purchases Christmas
gifts and food to sponsor a family, and collects money
and gifts for HomeBridge Youth Society.

life's most delicate moments. The impact
of this partnership will undoubtedly be
felt in the warmth and solace experienced

by those under the care of AMGH's
Palliative Care rooms.

IODE Dr. Innis Mary MacDonald,
Markham, ON; received $7,000 from 100
Women Who Care Markham and are us-
ing it to assist the Guardians of the
Children who work with abused children.
The man in the photo attends all the court
cases and tracks abusers - who often are
released early and go back into the neigh-
bourhood to abuse more children. They
currently are working with 40 kids ranging
in age from four years to late teens. The
Children's Aid often calls Guardians of
the Children in to assist them. [ODE Dr.
Innis Mary MacDonald is pleased to be
able to support this effort.

Guardians of
the Children

In 2017, I0DE Mary Lawson, Dartmouth,
NS, Citizenship Officer Lorraine Kent had
the pleasure of presenting a citizenship
award to Naomi Haig, a grade 6 student at
Michael Wallace Elementary School. In
2023, six years later, Lorraine again had
the pleasure of presenting Naomi Haig,
Valedictorian of her graduating class with
an |IODE Mary Lawson Bursary. Naomi is
now attending Carleton University.
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Membership

IODE Welcomes a New Chapter
[ODE Trillium 2023

n 12 December 2023, a new chap-
ter in Ontario had its Bestowal
Ceremony by Zoom. The founders

of IODE Trillium 2023 were inspired by
IODE Evolve, the Alberta chapter with
members across Canada, bestowed in July,
2020. Members from IODE Evolve shared
their experience in creating a chapter whose
members meet online with IODE Ontario

Membership Officer Michelle Batty and oth-

Pen pal letters sent by IODE Trillium 2023
members to their Grade one class in northern
Ontario.

ers interested in creating a vir-
tual chapter under IODE
Ontario jurisdiction.

On 20 June 2023,
Michelle met with six Ontario
Provincial Councillors who
supported an Application for
Charter. The Charter
Application was approved and
the proposed name of IODE
Trillium 2023 accepted. The
path to the future started with
a Zoom meeting 07
September. Members focused
on chapter by-laws, a motto

IODE Trillium 2023 members attending their January meeting.

and potential projects. The
chapter set up a booth at ‘Celebrating
Women in Business’ at Forest, ON, during
IODE Awareness Week. By the 17 October
IODE Trillium 2023 Zoom meeting, there
were nine members, including one new
member, one guest and two other women
expressing interest.

Projects launched to date include send-
ing Christmas cards to Canadian Military
serving overseas, writing pen pal letters to

Grade 1 students in Northern Ontario at
Kattawapiskak, and donating medical
supplies to a northern nursing station.
Further projects will be undertaken. The
sharing of ideas and experiences with IODE
Trillium 2023 helped immensely in devel-
oping their program. IODE is fortunate to
have members committed to carry IODE
into the future. Welcome, IODE Trillium
2023!

IODE Lord Dufferin,
Orangeville, ON, welcomed
three new members at a
chapter meeting. (l-r)
President Jessica Cerveny,
Liz Smith, Wendy Smith,
Membership Officer Dori
Ebel. Not pictured is new
member Robin Kirkpatrick.
Women wanting to learn
more about IODE and the
work being done in chapters
across Canada are invited to
contact the National office.

The helping hands, ideas and skill sets of all generations is what has made IODE
rich for 124 years. Join the action by reaching out through the website, www.IODE.ca.

I0DE Dardanelles, Carstairs, AB, Membership
Officer (right), Beverly Imeson pinning Marj
Potter, their first new member for 2024.
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National Annual Meeting

ogether Again for the first time in

I five years. IODE Lady Holland and

IODE Lady Slipper welcome mem-

bers from across Canada for the 124th

Annual Meeting. Members of IODE Lady

Holland initiated the invitation to celebrate

the chapter’s 50th anniversary. Come, enjoy

attending in person and seeing friends from
across the country.

Conference rate rooms are available at
the Rodd Royalty and at the Hotel on
Pownal. Rodd Charlottetown may have
some rooms available at the reg-
ular rate. Information was sent
in an IODE Canada Express News
and is available on the website.

Conference workshops will fo-
cus on activities to get ready for
the 125th anniversary of IODE in
2025. There will be a workshop
to share information about out-
standing IODE contributions in
each province and to build skills
to find the information about past
major projects for primary chapters every-
where. Another workshop will help partici-
pants envision the roles IODE members may
play in Canada in 2025 and beyond as
Canadian society changes. The ever popular
workshops for first time attendees and pri-
mary presidents will be held.

Together (lgain

I'q..

The IODE War memorial winners and
other award recipients will be able to attend
as the conference is hybrid allowing partic-
ipation and contribution in person or by
Zoom. Share a Story ... Bringa Book continues
and several provinces have been collecting

Come, enjoy attending in person and
seeing friends from across the country.

The conference is planned to include
opportunities to spend informal time together.

books since last spring, books are welcome
at NAM. Itis also possible to contribute us-
ing Indigo gift cards; cheques or e-transfers
marked Share a Story ... Bring a Book, can be
sent to the office. IODE Violet Downey
Book Award winning books will be on sale
in the Marketplace as well as items from

2024 AGENDA IN BRIEF

Times shown are in Atlantic Daylight Time

IODE chapters. A limited number of chap-
ter sales tables are available, contact Natalie
Denesovych at NAM2024@gmail.com or
on the website to book a table.

The conference is planned to include op-
portunities to spend informal time together.
The Hotel on Pownal has happy hour every
afternoon for clients and their guests. The
Rodd Charlottetown has a swimming pool,
classic railway-hotel bar and downtown
Charlottetown is full of interesting spots for
beverage and chat. Rodd Royalty has com-
fortable and welcoming gather-
ing places, bar and swimming
pool. On Wednesday, confer-
ence attendees may attend a per-
formance of “Anne and Gilbert”
a musical that is a sequel to
“Anne of Green Gables”. PEI
night is a celebration of the 60’s
and 70’s with live music. Bring
your retro clothing and get into
the spirit. Friday evening there
will be a traditional closing din-
ner with awards and time to celebrate with
friends. Saturday, an optional guided tour
of the centre of the Island including Anne
of Green Gables historic site, north shore
and Island Preserve Company has been
arranged. Lunch is included.

Time to get Together Again.

WEDNESDAY, 29 MAY THURSDAY, 30 MAY FRIDAY, 31 MAY

8:30am  First Time Attendees 11:00 am I0DE War Memorial Committee 11:00am  Evolving IODE Workshop
Meet & Greet Workshop 1:00 pm  Opening Ceremonies 1:00pm  Annual Mesting Continues
) . Guegt Speakeniliieniionou IODE War Memorial Scholarships
10:00 am IODE History - Antoinette Perry Share a Story ... Bring a Book
Archiving Workshop National Anpual Meeting Membership A\.Nards
, . - e |ODE Violet Downey Book Award
3:30 pm  Primary Chapter Officer’s Resolutions 9025 NAM Invitation
Workshop Officers’ Annual Reports
IODE RCMP Community Service 6:00 pm  Dinner
6:00 pm  Gathering at Peakes Key Award Installation of Officers
4:00 pm  |0ODE Canada Board of Directors National President’s Address
Meeting
6:00 pm  PEI Fun Night
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EMBRACING THE FUTURE

Together for Tomorrow Fund - Every Member Counts

ODE has an exemplary record of
IlZ4 years of service in communi-

ties across Canada. This is due, in
no small part, to the foresight of mem-
bers, in 1931, who recognized the
need for an endowment fund to pro-
vide a strong financial base for the or-
ganization. Those
understood that annual member fees
alone would not cover the costs of
IODE. Their determination and ini-
tiative raised $200,000 to establish the
Endowment Fund. Until the end of
2020, this fund held a balance of more
than $200,000. IODE salutes these

forward-looking women!

members

Since then, rising costs and low in-
terest rates have posed significant chal-
lenges to the fund and consequently
IODE.

IODE 1is a Not-for-profit
Corporation that is regulated by the
federal government and a registered

IODE

TOGETHER FOR
TOMORROW

FUND

charity regulated by the Canada
Revenue Agency. The corporation is
comprised of ninety primary chapters
and six provincial chapters. To main-
tain IODE as a charity at the primary
and provincial levels, IODE at the na-
tional level has to operate and main-
tain the corporation complying with
all applicable laws. The national office
keeps financial records and prepares
Audited Annual  Financial
Statements, an annual Charity Return
and charitable tax receipts. It also or-
ganizes the Annual General Meeting
of the members of IODE required by
the law, and administers all national
funds held and donated for education
awards, services and citizenship.

In addition to the legal require-
ments essential to maintain charity

status, there is a human connection
for members and the public that
comes from capable office staff. They

are the one point of contact for [ODE.

To meet the challenge of reduced
interest, the Together For Tomorrow
Fund was established. This is needed
to cover the operating cost of the na-
tional office, as without it, national
membership fees would have to in-
crease significantly. All members can
commit themselves to supporting
IODE in their individual ways. Every
contribution counts. Every member
counts!

Member donations welcome!
Chapter
Donations from businesses, commu-
nities and friends of IODE are wel-
come! Follow the QR code to donate,
contact the National office or donate

donations welcome!

online at www.IODE.ca. Thank you!

Our Tomorrow will be determined
by what we do today. With the 125th
Anniversary next year, today is the
time to invest in [ODE!
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