
At the 125th National Annual 
Meeting in London, ON, Karen 
Dalton was installed as the 47th 

President of IODE Canada. 
As a woman who always has her focus on 

youth, she is blessed with many loving peo-
ple in her life.  Her stepchildren, Michael 
and Emily and their spouses, three grand-
children, godchildren, Bryan and Kylene, 
their spouses and four children; and nephew 
Eric, all bring joy to each and every day.  

Born, raised and educated in London, 
IODE entered Karen’s life at the age of ten 
when her mother, Marty Dalton, was asked 
to join IODE Eldon House. Karen learned 
about the benefits of women working  
together for a common cause and the fact 
that true dedication and leadership involved 
the support of an entire family.  

In 1979, Karen was asked to join the re-
markable women of IODE Eldon House 
and her own IODE experience began, as she 
was presented with endless opportunities to 
give her time, energies and leadership to her 
community and beyond. By accepting re-
sponsibilities as Standard Bearer, Secretary, 
Treasurer and President, it supported a grow-
ing understanding of the scope that was 
Eldon House and London Municipal during 
her early years with the chapter. 

One of the gifts that IODE has given her 
over the years is the opportunity to learn 
alongside her Mom, as Marty tackled one 
leadership experience after another on her 
way to becoming National President.  

Over the years, pursuing graduate work 
at Western University, accepting invitations 
to serve on various Boards; being seconded 
to the Ministry of Education and the Public 

Health Unit and assuming educational lead-
ership roles, all expanded Karen’s knowl-
edge of her community.  

Moving from the role of donor to volun-
teer leader at the United Way and making 
the transition from the responsibilities of 
Secondary School Principal to 
Superintendent meant a new reality for her. 
In 2001, when the demand of the day job 
did not allow Karen to give the time that she 
would like to IODE, her chapter friends sim-
ply said, “Give what you can.”  

Retirement from the Associate Director’s 
job at the District School Board approach-
ing, Karen accepted the Secretary’s position. 
This freed up time for her to engage in 
IODE activities again. 

Before retirement could get too comfort-
able, she was asked to assume the position 
of Interim CEO with the local United Way 
and an IODE friend asked if she would  
consider becoming a National Councillor. 
A simple, casual ask resulted in new learning 
experiences. 

It became clear how IODE is supported 
behind the scenes by another group of  

committed women, who make the time and 
have the inclination to consider how best to 
coordinate and ensure the continuous flow 
of information across all levels of IODE.  
A place at the Board of Directors’ table  
included roles as National Education 
Officer, followed by Second Vice-President, 
then First Vice-President and now President, 
IODE Canada.  

As IODE Canada President, Karen will 
facilitate building on the extraordinary 
strengths IODE has by emphasizing the pos-
itives and bringing them to life; and encour-
age individuals to use their expertise, skills 
and strengths that are invaluable and needed 
to keep IODE moving forward.  

IODE is unique as there is no one profile 
of service, nor does it need to stay static. 
Karen benefitted as a daughter admiring her 
mother’s examples. All it took was to ask! 
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for individuals through education support, community service and citizenship programs.

IODE National President 

Karen Dalton

Past National President and “Mom” Marty 
Dalton installed Karen Dalton as IODE 
National President at the annual meeting.  
It was a special moment for everyone in  
attendance. 



IODE Snack Pack

With the continuing generosity of IODE chapters, 
members and friends and the efforts of long-
term partner, Goose Bay Wholesalers, the IODE 

Snack Pack order for the 2025-2026 school year has been 
placed. This year, the program will provide snacks to  
14 schools in Labrador for 2,570 students within an  
approved budget of $45,000.  

Snacks include milk, juice, crackers, cheese slices, granola bars and cereals. Food items 
were shipped to schools during the second week of September by Goose Bay Wholesalers. 
Three of the schools are local to the wholesalers but most are in coastal communities 
often accessible only by boat in clear weather.  

The National Services committee will continue to consider appropriate items for  
providing students extra nutrition during their school day. These snacks are vital to help 
students take full advantage of learning opportunities. The committee will also investigate 
contributions from government programs administered to support meal programs at 
schools in Labrador.  

Your continued donations will enable the delivery of this vital program in the 2026-
2027 school year and beyond. Members and chapters are asked to consider IODE Snack 
Pack when considering financial support of IODE Programs.
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IODE 
Membership  

Badge

Nadine Fenton 
Sherry Fergus 
Carol McCall 
Catherine Moore

IODE Heritage, St. Stephen, 
NB, Communications Officer 
Maria Kulcher presented the 
first IODE Friend poster cards 
to two local businesses that sup-
port the chapter’s work in the 
community. Accepting the cards 
were Kelly Firlotte of Cox 
Furniture (left) and Becky 
Johnson of Briggs Plumbing 
(right); both now the newest 
members of the chapter.

IODE Trillium 2023, ON, member 
Kathy Byles volunteered to promote 
IODE and the IODE Snack Pack 
Program at the Seniors’ Active 
Living Fair in Port Hope, ON, last 
fall. The focus of the fair was to  
increase awareness of programs and 
services that promote active living, 
healthy lifestyles, social engagement 
and learning for seniors and their 
families/caregivers.  



They say that, “People make the party.” 
Eighty-four IODE members from 
Vancouver to Charlottetown said, in 

so many ways that, “People made the National 
Annual Meeting!” From the beginning of the 
arrivals from east and west on the Monday, 
to the last person carrying their bags off the 
excursion bus on the Saturday evening, it was 
all about connections, conversations and 
common spaces for communications.  

The feedback pointed out the value of a 
few people casually chatting in the sitting 
rooms of the suite and the fun of cramming 
14+ people into that same space for snacks 
and conversations at all hours! It was pure 
pleasure to walk down the halls of the London 
Hall residence and see the suite doors wide 
open and the cacophony of chatter and laugh-
ter spilling out into the hall inviting people to 
poke heads inside. Breakfasts, lunches and 
dinners together; and quiet conversations in 
the lobby and the corners of the meeting 
room; all added up to enjoyable, valuable 
learnings about each other and from other 
IODE members. IODE Chats and guest 
speakers promoted reflection and asking ques-
tions of ourselves and others as they guided 
us through the presentations. Two days of 
National Annual Meeting business and 
awards left delegates wiser about the accom-
plishments of a national organization. This 
past year’s successes were magnified 125 times 
as those assembled were taken on a walk 
through the history of IODE with an extensive 
slide show and trivia quiz; and the provincial 
presidents’ highlights from their provinces. 

Then came the sounds of celebration! 
Celebrating how far IODE has come and the 

possibilities ahead! 
The future was the focus as Paula Jesty 

(M.I. understanding) and Cassie Barber 
(Vanier Children’s Mental Wellness) present-
ed possibilities of what could be, with the 
right supports, for families dealing with  
children’s mental wellness challenges. IODE 
members made a dent in that work through 
their Share a Story … Bring a Book donations 
for Vanier Children’s Mental Wellness. And 
then, the generosity of members with their 
donated auction items and multiple bid bat-
tles to claim ownership of each, added almost 
$3,000 to the Celebration Fund’s coffers, so 
important to IODE’s sustainability! Keep 
those donations coming! By Friday night, 
conference participants were feeling the 
“Power of IODE”; and the endless future po-
tential through the work of IODE.  

It is now the responsibility of EVERY 
MEMBER to take the energy and enthusiasm 
that was so palatable and contagious during 
the days at the National Annual Meeting and 
look carefully into the needs of their commu-
nities by ASKING the right questions of the 

right people; LISTENING with fresh and 
open minds to the responses; and ACTING 
with chapter members to ensure that the im-
pact of their hard work gives the maximum 
benefits to its citizens. 

How many ways can we Shout Out Loud, 
each chapters’ impact on individuals’ lives, 
during the month of October?  How many 
ways can we put IODE front and centre dur-
ing IODE Awareness Month as we continue 
to celebrate IODE’s past, present and future 
in this 125th Anniversary Year?  

And… don’t forget to share your photo-
graphs and stories by sending them to 

ECHOES@IODE.ca 
Let’s keep celebrating IODE and EACH 

OTHER!
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IODE President’s Message

IODE Canada was honoured to award Sergeant 
Oppong the 2025 IODE RCMP Community 
Service Award at the National Annual Meeting 
in London, Ontario. 

Sergeant Oppong’s dedication to youth, his 
advocacy for inclusivity, and his support for the 
well-being of all Canadians are truly notewor-
thy. By putting his words into action, he is help-
ing to keep Nova Scotia communities safe and 

IODE Canada honours RCMP Sergeant Kwabena Oppong

IODE Canada President  

Karen Dalton

(l-r) IODE Alberta President Janis Ogilvie, 
FearIsNotLove Manager, Resource 
Development Lisa Zoppa, Lacombe Mayor 
Grant Creasey, IODE Canada President Karen 
Dalton, at the Alberta Provincial Annual 
Meeting.

exemplifying the RCMP’s core values in every-
thing he does.   

In 1992, IODE Canada, on behalf of its mem-
bership, established an award to recognize a 
member, unit, or detachment of the RCMP for 
exemplary public service to their community be-
yond official duties. Each year, the recipient is 
selected by the office of the Commissioner of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 



IODE Canada welcomes two new members to the Board. Diane 
Ellison, La Salle, QC, brings extensive experience in member engage-
ment and promotion including roles as Executive Director of St. James 
United Church and special advisor to the President and CEO of 
Imagine Canada.  Diane is the Membership Officer for IODE. 

 Michelle Batty, Lambton Shores, ON, President of IODE Ontario, 
will sit on the Board as Vice-President.  Michelle has held numerous 
offices in IODE including IODE Ontario President, First Vice-
President, Membership Officer and Citizenship officer. She held 
Executive Director roles at the Sexual Assault Survivors’ Centre Sarnia-
Lambton and the Women’s Interval Home Sarnia Lambton. 

 Their knowledge, experience and commitment to the IODE  
mission will be an asset to the IODE Board.
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National Annual Meeting

IODE Canada Welcomes 
New Board Members IODE Canada Board of Directors 

2025 - 2026
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Dalton, ON 
First Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . Renate Schuetz, ON 
Second Vice-President . . . . . . . Helen Danby, ON 
Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Bateman, ON 
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol McCall, ON 
Citizenship Officer  . . . . . . . . . Catherine Moore, ON 
Communications &  
  Public Relations Officer  . . . . Renate Schuetz, ON 
Constitution Officer  . . . . . . . Carol McCall, ON 
Education Officer  . . . . . . . . . . Helen Danby, ON 
Membership Officer  . . . . . . . . Diane Ellison, QC 
Services Officer  . . . . . . . . . . . . Liz Hancock, BC 
War Memorial Officer  . . . . . . Hazel MacLeod, ON

IODE 100th Anniversary Grant Program . . Carole Yorke 

IODE Violet Downey Book Award . . . . . . . Liz Hancock 

Liaison for Chapters under  

    National Jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natalie Denesovych 

Labrador Adopt-A-Class Co-ordinator . . . . Aileen Reid 

Labrador Bursary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Cushing 

National Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Moore 

Archivist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bonnie Rees 

126th National Annual Meeting Committee . . . Renate Schuetz & 

                                                                     Helen Danby 

National Committee Chairs 2025 - 2026

Advances in technology makes it possible to have  
Board members from anywhere in Canada.

Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carole Yorke, BC 
Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janis Ogilvie, AB 
Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Batty, ON 
Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret McKay-McNeill, NB  
Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anne Lawless, NS 
Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gail MacLean, PE 

Tig  
Written by  

Heather Smith 

IODE Violet Downey Book Award Shortlist

A Galaxy of Whales  
Written by  

Heather Fawcett 

Iggy Included  
Written by  

Deborah Kerbel 

Plague Thieves  
Written by 

Caroline Fernandez 

The IODE Violet Downey Book Award was presented to The Outsmarters 
by Deborah Ellis. The remaining shortlisted books are:
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IODE War Memorial Scholarships 

At the 125th National Annual Meeting, on 30 May 2025, the three winners of 
 the 2025/2026 IODE War Memorial Scholarships for Doctoral Study were announced. 

Each year, a maximum of three scholarships are awarded. In celebration of IODE’s 125 years of 
service two valued at $15,000, and one special scholarship valued at $25,000 have been awarded.  

IODE Canada established the War Memorial Scholarship program in 1918 to honour Canadians 
who sacrificed their lives or were permanently disabled while serving their country.

Stefanie Valbon completed her BSc and 
MSc in Microbiology and Immunology at 
McGill University, working under the  
supervision of Dr. Martin Richer. Her  
research focused on understanding how 
chronic viral infections inf luence the  
development of critical immune cells.  

Stefanie is currently pursuing her PhD 
at the Université de Montréal. Her research 

focuses on immune tolerance mechanisms that prevent immune 
cells from mistakenly attacking healthy organs, which can lead to  
autoimmune diseases. Stefanie will apply her findings to enhance 
therapies for cancer patients.  Stefanie’s work seeks to identify new 
mechanisms that could help prevent autoimmune complications in 
patients undergoing these treatments. 

Stefanie will become an immunology professor and lead an  
academic lab, dedicating her time and creativity to developing more 
targeted therapeutic approaches for autoimmune disorders. In  
addition to her research, Stefanie is passionate about making  
immunology more accessible to the broader community. She found-
ed the ImmunoThoughts Blog, where she advocates for a more  
inclusive approach to explaining immunological concepts. Stefanie 
hopes to inspire young scientists, regardless of their background, to 
become the next generation of innovators in the field.  

 
 

 
Peiyao Wang is a fourth year MD/PhD stu-
dent at the University of British Columbia 
(UBC). She attended McMaster University 
to obtain a Bachelor of Science in 
Integrated Science. She completed her  
honours thesis investigating the effects of 
cannabis smoke on viral immune response 
in the lung, which seeded her passion for 
lung health. 

In culmination of her research interests and experiences, Peiyao 
is pursuing her MD/PhD at UBC to understand the role of outdoor 
air pollution in lung cancer initiation and development in patients 

who have never smoked. Peiyao is studying pollution exposures in 
tissue culture in parallel with analyzing the genomic and epigenomic 
profiles of lung adenocarcinoma patients who have never smoked 
and have defined levels of cumulative pollution exposure in British 
Columbia. 

Peiyao aspires to become a clinician scientist at a university- 
affiliated hospital in Canada, bridging the lab and the clinic with 
the ultimate goal to improve outcomes and experiences for people 
with lung disease. 

 
 

 
Jasmine Zhang received her Honours 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology, 
Neuroscience and Behaviour (2020) from 
McMaster University. She went on to com-
plete her Master of Arts (2022) at the 
University of Waterloo, where she is cur-
rently a third-year Ph.D. candidate in 
Clinical Psychology. Her research explores 
the impacts of digital media use on the 

mental health of children, youth, and caregivers through a family-
wide lens. She is also leading two international projects that seek to 
understand the implications of technological developments for child 
and family well-being. Jasmine joined the inaugural cohort of Impact 
Fellows at the Children and Screens Institute of Digital Media and 
Child Development to further contribute to research and policy 
movements in her research area. 

Jasmine has also received advanced training in providing psycho-
logical assessment and intervention services for children, youth, and 
adults. Upon completing graduate studies, Jasmine will pursue a ca-
reer that combines clinical work and research activities 

 

Scholars who have won these IODE Scholarships have made lasting 
and important contributions to Canada and the world in science, 
medicine, business, politics and academic circles. IODE is delight-
ed to extend warmest congratulations to the 2025–2026 scholars. 
For full bios of these recipients please visit www.iodecanada.ca
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IODE PERFORMANCE ARTS AWARDS 
Funded by ongoing chapter contributions 
 
National Theatre School of Canada 
The National Theatre School of Canada awards 
two bursaries to students in any stream of study 
to assist with living expenses. Two individuals 
who have demonstrated remarkable persever-
ance and outstanding leadership within their  
cohorts were recognized in the fall of 2024. 
 
Loïcia Mondésir, Québec, Acting, 2026  
Loïcia was a second year acting student. A real 
fighter and a very strong, intuitive and intelligent 
performer. The school's training represented a 
golden opportunity for her, which she took very 
seriously. Despite the intense training schedule, 
she was always ready to put herself into action.  
 
Alex Joyce, Newfoundland & Labrador, PDTA, 
2025  
Alex Joyce was in their third year of study in the 
Production Design and Technical Arts program. 
Throughout Alex’s time in PDTA, they continually 
committed to their training and the personal  
development that accompanies attendance at a 
school for the arts. The financial relief helped 
Alex to have a successful third year. 
 
 
National Youth Orchestra of Canada 
Annika Maja Kho  
Based in Oakville, 
Ontario, 16-year-old 
Annika has played vio-
lin for nine years and 
has concluded her 
third consecutive year 
with the Toronto 
Symphony Youth 
Orchestra. In her note 
to IODE she stated, 
“This year is my first 
year in the NYO!  It has been an experience of a 
lifetime. The level of coaching is incredible and 
my playing has improved so much! I've met so 
many musicians my age who share the same  
values and passions as me. Due to this program, 
my motivation and practice habits have become 
so much healthier.” 
 
Isla Ertl  
Isla Ertl’s passion for music started early and 
runs deep. At 17, she has been playing strings 
for the last 12 years. In 2020, Isla found her voice 
and heart with the viola. She has developed a 

warm tone and a refined intonation.   
In Isla’s own words, “I switched to viola in 2020 
and it was one of the best decisions I've ever 
made! This fall, I will be studying at the University 
of Toronto, one of my lifelong dreams. The main 
reason I joined NYO 
was to enhance my or-
chestral and chamber 
playing as I want to 
pursue a career in mu-
sic. In the last five 
years, l really found my 
passion for my craft, 
and I wanted to take on 
more challenges to 
perfect my playing. It 
has been very reward-
ing. I have met fantastic musicians that I aspire 
to be and want to develop the best artistic version 
of myself. With your help, I can grow to become 
a better musician while making lasting friend-
ships, connections and reach one of my lifelong 
goals in this amazing program.”  

 
IODE Labrador Bursaries 
The Labrador Bursary Fund supported 16 new 
bursary applicants and 6 renewal applicants at 
$500 each ($11,000). In addition, the 6 renewal 
students received $150 from the Labrabook 

Fund. ($900) Renewal applicant Noah Martin 
was also awarded the IODE Sally Douglas 
Labrador Bursary Award in the amount of $500; 
and first year student Julia Flynn was awarded 
the IODE Helen Dick Memorial Labrador Bursary 
Award in the amount of $500 to support her post-
secondary pursuits in the area of Health and 
Wellness.  
Awards were based on need and merit. In total, 
22 Labrador students were awarded $12,900 to 
pursue post-secondary education.   
 
 
ENDOWED NATIONAL AWARDS 
 
Montreal Children’s Hospital Nurse’s Bursary 
This year, the Montreal Children’s Hospital award-
ed Nadine Allard, a Pediatric Nurse Clinician in 
the Complex Care Department as the recipient of 
the 2025 IODE bursary. Nadine attended the 
International Pediatric Intestinal Failure and 
Rehabilitation Symposium in Pittsburgh.  
 
IODE Silence to Sound Award 
The 2025 $1,000 award to support a Master stu-
dent’s research in the School of Communications 
Science and Disorders was 
awarded to Grace Hobby, 
a first-year student in 
McGill's Masters Speech-
Language Pathology pro-
gram. In her letter of 
acceptance, Grace wrote 
that, “I am honoured to 
have been chosen for the 
IODE Silence to Sound 
Award, it inspires and pushes me to continue 
pursuing working with deaf and hard of hearing 
communities.”   
Grace grew up in British Columbia, and complet-
ed her undergraduate degree in Speech Sciences 
at the University of British Columbia, where she 
discovered her passion for working with D/deaf 
and hard of hearing communities.  
  
Enid Evans Nursing Scholarship  
This scholarship was established by the former 
Provincial Chapter of Manitoba by a nursing 
friend of IODE through the University Bursary 
Initiative. The Enid Evans Nursing Scholarship 
for the 2024-2025 school year was Alexis 
Kavvadas and the final scholarship awarded was 
$1,750. 
 
For more information on these candidates please 
refer to the IODE Canada website, www.iode.ca.

National Education Awards

IODE members support National Education Awards through contributions to the National Education Fund. The purchase of yearly 
IODE Date Planners is an important source of revenue. 2026 Planners are available through the National Office.
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I O D E ’s  1 2 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

(l-r) IODE Ontario SW Area Vice-
President Jayne Little, President 
Helen Danby, First Vice-President 
Michelle Batty, Secretary Jan 
Casbourn at the Judith and Norman 
Alix Art Gallery to view the 
“Sculpting Life” exhibit. The display 
included 15 Inuit sculptures that 
were donated by IODE in the 1960’s.

Five Ontario chapters, IODE Errol Egremont, Sarnia, 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron, Sarnia, 
IODE Margaret Stokes ,  Petrolia, IODE 
Confederation, Ridgetown and IODE Trillium 2023, 
braved a February snowstorm to gather for a luncheon 
in celebration of Founder’s Day and IODE’s 125th 
Anniversary. The displays shown at the luncheon were 
then used at a separate event held at the Judith and 
Norman Alix Art Gallery where members hosted a 
meet and greet for the public. Group tours were  
offered of the Inuit Carvings exposition.

Four Calgary chapters, IODE Colonel 
James MacLeod, IODE Fort Calgary, 
IODE Bow Fort and IODE Evolve, cele-
brated the 125th Anniversary of IODE by 
hosting a tea for members, past and present, 
to connect, reminisce and have fun. And 
that they did! High tea was served by those 
in white gloves and fascinator hats accom-
panied by strawberry shortcake and a choco-
late fountain with assorted fruit. The 
conversation was plentiful. The floral table 
centrepieces created by IODE Fort Calgary 
member Kim Levensen were stunning. The 
memory boards sparked recollections of 
events, projects and activities past and cur-
rent. A perfect way to recognize125 years of 
service to communities across Canada.  

In recognition of the 125th 
Anniversary, IODE Atlantic 
Charter, St. Stephen, NB, 
members Lynda Duplissea and 
Sherry Hastey created a display 
that illustrated how 
Community is at the Heart of 
IODE’s work at all three levels: 
Primary, Provincial and 
National levels. The display, at 
Brigg’s Plumbing storefront 
window also shone a light on 
the many signature programs at the provincial and national levels. Business 
leader and Friend of IODE, Ian Briggs, commented that he never fully realized 
how many programs the community has come to rely upon that were initiated 
and/or fully funded by IODE Atlantic Charter. 

In recognition of IODE Canada’s 125th 
Anniversary, members of  IODE Fort 
Calgary, Calgary, AB, donated children’s 
books to Louise Dean School. The school is 
designed to support pregnant and parenting 
teens. Members asked for book recommen-
dations from the school, then acted on that 
information when making the purchases.  
The chapter has a long-standing relationship 
with the school. 

Members of IODE Katie 
Hazen Mackay, St. John, NB, 
gathered to prepare Easter 
treat bags for the approxi-
mately 70 senior residents of 
Kennebec Manor. This was a 
project done in recognition of 
the 125th Anniversary. 

IODE Captain Garnet Brackin, Chatham, ON, 
donated $1,000 to provide nutritional snacks 
to Chatham-Kent schools. (l-r) Member 
Marianne Johnstone, VON Ontario Student 
Nutrition representative, Rosanna Waldram.
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I O D E ’s  1 2 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

In 1940, during the Second World 
War, IODE Canada was approached 
by the Canadian Department of 

Defense and asked if IODE would raise 
funds for the purchase of a plane. Mrs. 
C. H. Willson, initiated the campaign to 
collect funds for the pur-
chase of a fighting air-
craft, with $100,000 
being raised in one 
month. HRH Princess 
Alice had accepted the 
cheque for $100,000. 
The ceremony of presen-
tation took place at 
Rockclif fe Airport, 
Ottawa, ON, the nose of the plane was 
the IODE crest and the words, “For King 
and Empire”.   

Some of the money raised was a result 
of an intensive drive for gold and silver, 

the sale which netted many thou-
sands of dollars.  Later, substantial 
contributions totaling over 
$300,000 were sent to the British 
Ministry for Air, for which the 
IODE received an engraved plaque 

in acknowledge-
ment. IODE also 
collected a fund of 
$50,000 to send a fighter 
plane to Australia.  

The remaining 
$50,000 had been sent to 
Lord Beaverbrook to pur-
chase aircraft. IODE 
New Brunswick mem-

bers honoured Lord Beaverbrook with 
the purchase of a $26,125 Spitfire air-
craft. British Columbia bought a Kitty-
Hawk Fighter for the RCAF. 

The IODE Bolingbroke aircraft is the 

only one of its type to be restored at the 
Canadian War Museum in Hamilton, 
Ontario.  The aircraft was a twin engine 
reconnaissance plane, a Bristol 
Bolingbroke. It became known as the 
Bolingbroke 714 that guarded Eastern 
Canada. 

Recently, several IODE members 
toured the museum and had a detailed 
history of the plane and its restoration. 
Although it will never fly again, it is  
certainly a proud piece of IODE history.

The BolingbrokeC A N A D A

Recently, a son of a former IODE mem-
ber in New Brunswick obtained a picture 
of the print that was a reproduction of a 
painting of Brant by George Romney.  
What was the history of this picture and 
why did it have an inscribed plate from 
the IODE?    

The following is the inscription on a 
brass plate: 

 ‘Presented by the Imperial Order 
Daughters of the Empire in memory of 
the men and women of the Empire who 
gave their lives in the Great War, 1914-
1918.’   

At the 1917-1918 National Meeting in 
Victoria, the following resolution was 
passed unanimously- “That the National 
Executive of the Imperial Order 
Daughters of the Empire in conjunction 
with the fine Arts Publishing Company 
of England proceed to bring out a series 
of reproductions of famous pictures  
illustrating events of Canadian History, 
with each chapter subscribing at least one 
copy to defray the expense. That copy to 

be presented by the 
Chapter to a School.” 

The pictures were 
arranged by Lord 
Beaverbrook and the War 
Memorial Committee 
and were pictures painted 
especially as war memori-
als by famous living 
painters of Canadian 
work during the war be-
ing utilized for education-
al purposes. A group of prominent 
Canadian artists, including the Group 
of Seven members, A.Y. Jackson and Fred 
Varley, crossed the Atlantic and proceed-
ed to the front to bring back their im-
pressions of life in the battle area.  

IODE Canada working with the 
London (England) Canadian War 
Memorial Fund advisor identified 20 pic-
tures and IODE would have 1,000 colour 
copies of each reproduced for distribu-
tion in each province based on the num-
ber of schools and students. The pictures 

would include an embossed 
seal and inscription.  

The pictures had artistic 
value and also reminded fu-
ture generations of the 
heroic individuals who gave 
their lives in war. Many of 
the pictures were delivered 
to local schools by IODE 
chapters in early 1921-1923.  

 Historical images  
included Joseph Brant, the 

Mohawk Chief by George Romney; the 
King; Canada’s Grand Armada leaving 
Gaspe Bay by F.S. Challener; Victory in 
Germany, Canadian Artillery in Action 
by Keneth Forbes; Canadians Arriving 
on the Rhine by Inglis Sheldon-Williams; 
Over the Top by A. Bastien and many 
more.  

The original painting of Joseph Brant 
that resides in the National Gallery of 
Canada in Ottawa was purchased by Lord 
Beaverbrook and donated by him in 
1919. 

WWI War Memorial Pictures for SchoolsC A N A D A
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I O D E ’s  1 2 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

For IODE British Columbia, the generous donation of the 
personal home of an IODE member, in 1977, was the  
beginning of decades of support for communities around 

the province.  
The sale of Mary Emerson’s house generated $345,000. At 

the 1980 IODE BC Annual Meeting, two major ideas were  
proposed and by the end of the meeting, a decision made to 
create two trust funds. One fund would focus on projects that 
provided support to seniors and the other would be involved 
in research to find a cure for glaucoma. 

The Mary Emerson Trust Fund was established with 
$125,000, with terms of ref-
erence requiring the income 
from investing the money 
be used to enhance the lives 
of seniors. The original en-
dowment has been invested 
for 45 years to provide more 
than half a million dollars 
worth of investment in  
projects to benefit seniors 
around the province. 

There has been money to 

replace old kitchen appliances, such as commercial dishwashers 
and gas stoves, to purchase a therapeutic bathing unit, a station 
wagon to assist with program delivery, to replace a rough gravel 
path with a paved walkway at a Seniors’ residence, to provide a 
Maxilift swing chair to move immobile patients, new automatic 
doors for easy access to the garden of a residence, renovations to 
a bathroom to create a walk-in shower, new mattresses for Seniors’ 
residences, new built-ins and furnishings for the sitting area in a 
Seniors’ residence. 

A project of which they are particularly proud, is the recent 
purchase of four trishaws - average cost $19,500 each - made 
possible by the decision to wind down the fund and spend the 
capital. These tri-shaws are located in four cities in the province 
– Vernon, Courtenay, Cumberland and Victoria. Trishaws are 
European designed and manufactured battery assisted bicycles 
with a sitting area in front of the handle bars which can carry 
one or two passengers. Each is pedalled and steered by a ‘pilot’, 
and they are being used to enable immobile or elderly citizens 
to get out to enjoy nature with family and friends. The Victoria 
vehicle is especially adapted for a wheel chair to be attached. 

With another $25,000 left to spend from the Mary Emerson 
Trust, its projects will continue to make a lasting difference in 
their communities long after they are completed.

“On the evening of 21 June 1813, Laura Secord 
overheard American officers at her home in 
Queenston discuss plans to capture a British out-
post located at John DeCew’s House, 32 kilome-
tres away, near the area called Beaver Dams. Early 
the next morning, Laura left her wounded  
husband and young children and walked through 
enemy lines and dangerous terrain to warn the 
British and their aboriginal allies of this impending attack by 
American forces.” 

In 1921, the IODE Laura Secord Fund of $500 was created 
through a gift from the great granddaughter of Laura Secord to 
the Provincial Chapter of Manitoba.   

A provincial history contest started in 1927 for grade 11 students. 
This award continues and is now held at the grade 5/6 level.  

Maara Haas, at the age of 15, won the Laura Secord Essay 

Award in 1935. Her essay was titled “Let no man 
call me foreigner”.  She became a poet and creative 
writer teacher.  

In 1958, Irene Fay Thompson, won the award 
presented to the student with the highest mark 
in Canadian History in the June finals - 98.5%. 

Last year, the annual contest sponsored by 
IODE Diamond Jubilee (1960), Brandon, MB, 

announced Anna Penno, a Grade 6 student at Meadows School, 
with her essay titled “What Can We As Individuals Do To Keep 
Canada Whole?” 

The contest continues as a perpetual memory of the distin-
guished and heroic Laura Secord.  

When the Provincial Chapter of Manitoba retired in June 
2000, the IODE Laura Secord Essay Contest was transferred to 
the care of IODE Diamond Jubilee (1960).  

IODE Laura Secord Essay Contest 

IODE Signature Programs

The Mary Emerson Trust

M A N I T O B A

B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A

IODE enjoys a rich history and solid reputation of making a difference in communities across 
Canada for 125 years. Signature programs were established and several continue to present day. 

Members take great pride in knowing the impact these initiatives make.



The IODE Alberta Provincial Annual Meeting was 
successful on all fronts. One of the projects  
members were asked to support was donations of 
new socks, undergarments and clothes for 
FearIsNotLove, Calgary Women’s Emergency 
Shelter. The goal was to get 125 items in recognition 
of IODE Canada's 125th Anniversary. The results 
were an amazing 224 pairs of socks, 140 articles of 
new clothing, blankets, and slippers and 70 pieces 
of next to new children’s clothing. 

IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich, ON, members kicked off the 
125th Anniversary last Christmas by collecting 260 pair of new 
socks donated to the Huron Women’s Shelter and the Canadian 
Mental Health Association in the community. The contribution 

was accepted with 
thanks and grati-
tude. (l-r) President 
Heather Stewart, a 
r e p  r e s e n t a t i v e 
from the Huron 
Women’s Shelter/ 
CMHA, and Past-
Presidents Penny 
Murray and Ann-
Marie Becke.

I O D E ’s  1 2 5 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y
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At the January meeting of 
IODE Eldon House , 
London, ON, 278 pairs of 
socks were collected for do-
nation to community organ-
izations. The goal was 125 
pairs of socks to celebrate the 
125th Anniversary and they 
were able to more than dou-
ble that. The socks were dis-
tributed to The Men’s 
Mission which supports vital 
programs and services for 
men who are at risk or expe-
riencing homelessness, 519 
Pursuit, a group that helps 
citizens facing poverty and homelessness and the London Inter 
Community Health Centre which provides health and social 
services for those experiencing barriers to receiving care such 
as poverty, homelessness, language, mental health or substance 
abuse issues.In recognition of 

IODE Canada’s 125th 
Anniversary,  IODE 
Heritage, St. Stephen, 
NB, has donated 
books both locally and 
to adopted schools. 

Education Officer 
Cecille Ruddock pre-
sented 65 children's 
books to the Family 
Resource Centre of 
Charlotte County. 
Program Facilitator Kelly Noddin-McCrossin and Executive 
Director Michelle Orr gratefully receive the generous donation.  

The chapter also provided age-appropriate books with IODE 
anniversary bookplates and bookmarks to two assisted schools: 
LSES (under 50 students) and SSES (over 400 students). The 
most improved student in each grade or class received a book. 
The initial 32 books of the yearlong program were presented 
to both principals.

IODE Bow Fort, Calgary, AB, and IODE Evolve, AB, 
members were excited to support Camp Davidson at Chief 
Justice Milvain School in recognition of the 125th 
Anniversary of IODE. This camp was organized by a 

teacher at the school when the 
overnight camp did not come to 
fruition. A local day camp was 
arranged and IODE Bow Fort  
supported the events by funding a 
one-day offsite excursion, including 
lunch and the cost of the activities 
for all the Grade 6 students. 
Students were able to experience  

activities like archery and wall climbing. IODE Evolve 
sponsored the tie dye t-shirt event at the school with every 
Grade 6 student creating their own unique t-shirt. A video 
and thank you letters were received from the organizing 
teacher and the principal of the school. 

(l-r) Chapter members Kathy 
Michienzi and Marion Hearn 
proudly displaying the socks.
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Chapters in the News

Members of IODE Angela Bruce, 
Oakville, ON, have developed a solid 
relationship with Sheridan College’s 
Oakville Campus. Artifacts previously 
kept at the IODE Ontario Office are 
now located at Sheridan College in the 
Indigenous Engagement and 
Education office. These artifacts were 
originally provided to IODE Princess 
Margaret Rose, Hamilton, ON, by 
Weagamow Lake First Nations. 

IODE Ontario was acknowledged 
for the donation of Indigenous art and 
artifacts to the college. As the connec-
tion between IODE Angela Bruce and 
Indigenous students and staff at 
Sheridan College grows stronger,  
members have participated in reconcil-
iation-related learning opportunities. 

Recently, the chapter became aware 
of a campus need and worked with 
Sheridan College to donate two 
Wampum Belts - a Two Row Wampum 
Belt and a Hiawatha Belt, intended for 
the Indigenous Student Space. 

To acknowledge the donation, 
Sheridan College invited IODE Angela 
Bruce members to a First Nations  
beading workshop. Seven members  
attended with each creating a brooch. 
The chapter received a framed 
Indigenous print and a card as a token 
of thanks. Sheridan College President 
Dr. Janet Morrison thanked the chapter 
for its long-standing support, as IODE 
Angela Bruce has contributed nearly 
$100,000 in awards and bursaries to 
students over the past 30 years. 

Last fall, IODE Margaret Stokes, Petrolia, 
ON, celebrated its 75th anniversary with a 
unique event.  Inspired by local haunted 
house stories, member Dawn McNally  
proposed a tour of historic homes as a 
fundraiser, leading to the creation of the 
chapter’s “Haunting and Historical Home 
Tour.” 

Initially, members believed the event 
would be a traditional haunted house tour 
featuring props and some expressed some 

reservations about the idea. However, upon learning that the focus would be on spiritual 
hauntings, participants collaborated enthusiastically to plan and execute the event. There 
are reportedly unusual stories linked to several homes in Petrolia, which contributed to the 
interest. The tour included four homes (one was Margaret Stokes’ home), the hospital 
board room (1912), a machine shop that originated in the 1860’s and remains unchanged 
from 1914, and a church for hospitality were open. IODE members and their friends 
dressed in period costume welcomed the guests. Even a few unexpected spirits decided to 
add a little excitement. The event was well received by all involved. 

Funds raised from this event were distributed within the community, including a con-
tribution to the construction of the new band shell in Victoria Park as part of the Petrolia 
150th Anniversary Legacy Project.  

Members hope to have this event biannually. During 2025, they are hosting “Quilted 
Treasures” showing over 100 quilts. 

IODE Jessie F. Gordon, Vancouver, BC, regularly supports Aunt Leah’s, an organization 
helping young adults leaving foster care and young mothers. After receiving new Herschel 
backpacks, members filled each one with essentials like toiletries, towels, water bottle, um-
brella, a blanket and a $50 gift card. The packs are split evenly for men and women. 

Their largest annual project provides children’s clothing and resources to communities in 
northern BC outside the 
local area. In collabora-
tion with the RCMP liai-
son and other partners, 
the chapter oversees this 
project every year. In 
2024, 23 boxes of clothing 
and $3,000 in gift cards 
for infant supplies and 
sundries were donated.

IODE Bow Fort, Calgary, AB, contributed $8,000 to 
support an Outdoor Learning Space for Citadel 
School. This initiative was designed to benefit  
approximately 515 students, ranging from kinder-
garten to Grade 5, who come from diverse  
backgrounds. The space is intended to create an  
inclusive and engaging environment where students 
can learn and grow while connecting with nature, 
each other and the community.



IODE Lord Lascelles, Lacombe, AB, has the distinction of having started the first 
library in Lacombe. The chapter charter from 1922 is displayed in the IODE History 
Room at the library. Their support continues to this day. Members toured the library 
recently reminiscing of the many projects held to assist not only the library but several 
organizations in the community. Funds are raised through a variety of fundraisers, one 
being their second annual geranium sale. 

IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich, ON, members’ successful annual 
Christmas House Tour raised funds to combine with proceeds from 
sales at the IODE OP Shop and their annual geranium fundraiser 
to provide a significant donation to Huron Hospice Bender House. 

Huron Hospice is a charitable organization that provides pallia-
tive care for individuals and families.  They offer a home-like setting 
during the final months, weeks and days of life.  

Manager of Fund Development Christopher Walker gratefully 
accepted a donation of $40,000 to be used towards furnishing the 
Maple Room at the hospice.  
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Community Service

IODE Heritage, St. Stephen, NB, has pro-
moted and embraced “Random Acts of 
Kindness”. Members organized a collection 
of hats, mittens, and scarves, distributing 
$4,500 worth of 'Warm Hugs' to local organ-
izations in partnership with six St. Stephen 
businesses—demonstrating strong commu-
nity support for IODE initiatives. 

Christmas dollars supported the 
Homeless Hub run by Neighbourhood Works 
Inc. Food banks often lack funds for basic 
toiletries. IODE Heritage members donated 
$450 worth of items for men, women, and 
children to the Charlotte County Volunteer 
Centre. 

Members of IODE Val Griffiths, Dorchester, 
ON, gathered at the home of Services Officer 
Ann Halsema to write Valentine notes to sen-
iors in their community. The festive cards 
were created by chapter members. Each card 
included a short note and two chocolates.  
(l-r) Sandy Quick, Jane Ledgley and Ann 
Halsema. 

IODE Alberta  Assistant 
Education Officer Mary Lou 
Wilson attended the Burman 
University Award ceremony to 
present the IODE Alberta 
Education Award of $1,000 to 
Ruthley Faustin-Atisme. This is an 
annual award that IODE Alberta 
has funded since 2019.

IODE Boundary Bay, Delta, BC, 
members are thrilled the sunroom  
renovations at Kin Village are complete. 
Kin Village is an organization that  
provides services in housing health and 
wellness to seniors in the community. 
The Parkview "neighbourhood"  
enhances the lives of 18 patients with 
dementia and behavioural challenges. 
The lounge and adjacent sunroom are 
the common areas where residents eat, 
participate in activities, visit with family 
and watch television. IODE Boundary 
Bay provided $16,000 towards the  
revitalization of the area to make it 
homier and welcoming. The dollars 
were awarded with funds from the Mary 
Emerson Trust Fund.
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2024 Achievements

National Annual Meeting

Volunteer hours 

130,764
Services 

$1,749,698
Education 

$486,899

Deborah Ellis is the recipient of 
the 2025 IODE Violet Downey 
Book Award for her novel The 
Outsmarters. 

What can you do when the 
adult world lets you down? 
Suspended from school and prone 
to rages, twelve-year-old Kate finds 
her own way to get on with her 
life, despite the messed-up adults 
around her. Her gran, for one, is 
stubborn and aloof, not unlike Kate herself, 
who has no friends and who’s been expelled 
for “behavioral issues,” like the meltdowns 
she has had ever since her mom dumped 
her with her grandmother three years ago. 
Kate dreams that one day her mother will 

return for her. When that hap-
pens, they’ll need money, so Kate 
sets out to make some.  

Gran nixes her idea to sell psy-
chiatric advice like Lucy in Peanuts 
(“You’re not a psychiatrist. You’ll 
get sued.”), so Kate decides to 
open a philosophy booth to pro-
vide answers to life’s big and small 
questions. She soon learns that 
adults have plenty of problems 

and secrets of their own, including Gran. 
When she finds that her grandmother has 
been lying to her about her mother, the two 
have a huge fight, and Gran says she can’t 
wait for Kate to finish high school so she’ll 
be rid of her at last. Kate decides to take mat-

ters into her own hands and discovers that to 
get what she wants, she may have to reach out 
to some unexpected people, and find a way 
to lay down her own anger.  

Deborah Ellis is a Canadian award-win-
ning author and a peace activist. Her themes 
are often concerned with the sufferings of 
persecuted children in the Third World. 
Born in Cochrane Ontario, Ellis and her 
family moved several times during her child-
hood due to her parents' work. Ellis started 
writing when she was 11 or 12 years old.  

She has won numerous awards including 
the Governor General’s Literary Award, the 
Ontario Library Association’s President’s 
Award for Exceptional Achievement and has 
been named to the Order of Canada. 

IODE Violet Downey Book Award 
The OUTSMARTERS by Deborah Ellis 
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Membership

The King Charles III Coronation Medal is a commemorative 
medal created to mark the coronation of King Charles III 
and Queen Camilla. Canada issues medals to selected mem-

bers of the Canadian Armed Forces and Public Service as well as in-
dividuals who made significant contributions to the country or 
achieved accomplishments that brought credit to Canada. 

At the IODE Ontario Provincial Annual Meeting held on 11 
April 2025, seven Provincial Officers were honoured for their excep-
tional volunteerism. King Charles III Coronation Medals were pre-
sented by, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Her Honour Edith 
Dumont. Congratulations to Michelle Batty (Ipperwash), Debbie 
Button (London), Jan Casbourn (Sarnia), Helen Danby (Petrolia), 
Aileen Reid (Dorchester), Gloria Saunders (Forest) and Elizabeth 
(Betsy) Thompson (Campbellford). Your dedication to the mission 
of IODE is significant and very much appreciated.

(l-r) Betsy Thompson, Jan Casbourn, Aileen Reid, Gloria Saunders, 
Her Honour Her Honour, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Her 
Honour Edith Dumont, Michelle Batty, Helen Danby, Virginia Reade, 
Debbie Button.

Past National President Jane Cushing deliv-
ered this impactful message to the members 
attending the 125th National Annual 
Meeting. 

“Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
as National President.  That would not have 
been possible without the leadership of 
some very special IODE women.  Catherine 
Moore, who dared to challenge the meaning 
of “readily accessible to the National Office”. 
Shirley Lamont, who demonstrated that she 
could be the National Services Officer and 
attend the National Executive Committee 
meetings regularly from Alberta. Catherine 
Moore, who welcomed me into her home 
when I attended the National Executive 
Committee meetings as Provincial President 
of IODE New Brunswick. 

Those first steps led to today.  IODE 
women, from every corner of Canada meet-
ing monthly during most of the year, to dis-
cuss ideas and the business of IODE.  As a 
beginning IODE member, I silently won-
dered why an organization that was pledged 
to support Canadian democracy would have 
rules preventing members in good standing 
from holding leadership roles because of 
where they lived. Now, Every Members 
Counts and IODE Counts on Every 
Member. 

The friendships made possible by the op-

portunity to serve as National Councillor 
and Director have been invaluable as we 
worked together to develop this new, more 
democratic IODE.  One of these friends 
said, “Be funny when you give your farewell 
speech.”  There are others who would say, 
“She’s stubborn, if you want her to be funny 
tell her to be serious.”  When I joined IODE, 
50 plus years ago, I told the person who ap-
proached me that I would love to help with 
the work IODE was doing in the community 
but, I didn’t think I would fit in because I 
didn’t wear a hat or own dress up gloves. 
The person came back to me several days 
later with a certificate: “Jane Cushing will 
never be required to wear a hat and gloves 
in order to serve IODE.” 

As we seek new members, let us have the 
flexibility to meet them where they are.  They 
are our future. That chapter made me 
Standard Bearer immediately. Give new 

members a role to play. Without the support 
and tolerance of the women in my primary 
chapters I would not be here today. IODE 
HMS Hood’s system of detailed record 
books for every office and committee pro-
vided an opportunity to learn every office 
and committee chairmanship.  IODE Lady 
Holland found ways to let me participate in 
crafts without embarrassment. I still have 
the Christmas tree ornaments I made and 
chuckle each Christmas when children ask 
what they are supposed to be. IODE Katie 
Hazen Mackay members have supported my 
exploits at the national level and kept me in-
cluded in chapter activities. IODE Canada 
150 dared to be different and use modern 
technology to conduct business and just 
meet in person for projects and parties.  
IODE Evolve dared to ignore geography 
completely, using only Zoom and still serv-
ing the IODE mission statement in five 
provinces.   

As IODE moves into its next 125 years, 
let us welcome new members, new ideas, 
new ways of doing business.  As the future 
unfolds, let us be ready to support Canada 
in ways that make Canada stronger.  Let us 
continue to follow the IODE mission state-
ment and together we can embrace the fu-
ture.” 

Message From Past National President
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Honouring Life Membership Award Recipients

National 

KAREN BEAUREGARD 

JANICE ELLIS 

SANDRA MCCORMICK 

SHARON C. SMITH 

 

Provincial 

DONNA HEMEYER 
IODE Alberta 
 
DIANNE POWNEY 
IODE Alberta 
 

JOAN STEWART 
IODE Nova Scotia 
 
KATHRYN WESTON 
IODE Ontario 
 

Primary 

WENDY CATO 
Angela Bruce, ON 
 
SUSAN CLARK 
Angela Bruce, ON 
 
 
 

DONNA COLE 
Katie Hazen Mackay, NB 
LINDA GASTON 
Katie Hazen Mackay, NB 
 
BETTY GERAGHTY 
Angela Bruce, ON 
 
SHEILA HICKS 
Katie Hazen Mackay, NB 
 
CHRISTINE LI 
Fort Calgary, AB 
 
 

FREDDA MCCAREY 
Katie Hazen Mackay, NB 
 
DAWN MCNALLY 
Margaret Stokes, ON 
 
PAT SODEN 
Angela Bruce, ON 
 
MARY TIBBITS 
Canada 150, NB 
 
ROSEMARY YOUNG 
Angela Bruce, ON 

IODE Canada is made up of members organized into primary and provincial 
chapters across the country.  Chapters attracting new members are  
acknowledged by the IODE Canada Membership Awards. 

 
Primary Chapter Awards 

The winners of the Membership Crystal Challenge Cup Award, for  
welcoming the most new members in 2024 are IODE Frontenac, Stettler, 
AB, and IODE Maple Leaf, Goderich, ON. 

 
Honourable Mention 

IODE Angela Bruce, Oakville, ON 
IODE Honourable Malcolm Cameron, Sarnia, ON 
 
Bringing more women into IODE enables chapters to maintain their  

current projects and to explore new initiatives to help others. 
Congratulations to all chapters who have welcomed members to IODE. 

The ability of chapters to meet using email, video and meeting apps such as 
Zoom, MS Teams and Google provides members an environment to easily 
connect and to plan activities and projects in a variety of ways.  In addition 
to these electronic communications, in-person meetings and activities create 
opportunity for women to learn about the organization and become IODE 
members. Every member counts! 

National Membership Awards

Membership

The Share a Story … 
Bring a Book project 
started, in 2011, 
and has continued 
to gain momen-
tum, providing 
books for the 
National Annual 
Meeting (NAM) 
host province to 
distribute to organ-
izations of their 
choosing. This 
year, the recipient 
of the books and 
donated funds was 
Vanier Children's Mental Wellness in London, ON. The 
agency provides care for children ages 0 to 18 years who are 
experiencing challenges with depression, self harm, gener-
alized anxiety disorder, traumatic stress disorder, eating dis-
orders, substance abuse, and behavioral problems.  

Vanier Children’s Mental Wellness provided a list of 
recommended books dealing with mental health and well-
ness that would help children in managing their own men-
tal health challenges. NAM 2025 collected 163 books 
valued at $1,992.65 and received a total of $3,060 from in-
dividual donors and from primary chapters across Canada, 
totalling $5,052.65. 

Over the years, Share a Story … Bring a Book has con-
tributed more than 5,200 books to various schools, day-
cares, parenting programs and mental wellness agencies. 
This equates to approximately $44,330 in donations.   

Thank you to members, chapters and friends of IODE 
who have purchased or donated funds for books.

Share a Story … Bring a Book 

Vanier Children’s Mental Wellness 
Director of Clinical Services Cassie 
Barber, London, ON.

IODE Diamond Jubilee (1960), Brandon, 
MB, Lorna Cowan was the recipient of a 
King Charles III Coronation medal. The 
presentation took place at the Canadian 
Legion Hall. The presenter was the 
Member of Parliament, Larry Maguire. 
Congratulations Lorna!
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The 125th Celebration Fund established to 
commemorate the 125th Anniversary of 
IODE is receiving frequent donations and 

has a current balance exceeding $68,000. The do-
nations so far have exceeded more than half the goal 
of creating an invested fund of at least $125,000  
capable of generating annual income to support 
IODE’s activities and operations into the future. 
All donations and earned investment income will 
be accumulated until 31 December 2026. At that 
time, the amount in the fund will be designated as 
the fund capital. Thereafter, annual investment in-
come earned on the capital will be used to offset 
each annual operating deficit of the IODE national 
office.  

The operating expenses of the IODE national 
office maintain the charitable status of IODE for 
the benefit of all chapters across Canada. The na-
tional office prepares and files the Annual 
Charitable Return with the Canada Revenue 
Agency, files the Corporate Information Return 
with Corporations Canada, maintains the IODE 
national financial records, has the required annual 
audit of its financial statements, holds the national 
annual general meeting of members required by the 
Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act and admin-
isters the national charitable programs and funds. 
The national office is a small office employing one 
full-time administrator and a part-time assistant who 
work with the national officers managing all national 
programs. The annual costs of operating the national 
office exceed the national annual fees charged to 

members and increasing the annual membership 
fee might cause some members to find membership 
to be unaffordable and would risk losing loyal and 
dedicated members.  

The 125th Celebration Fund had received very 
generous and enthusiastic support from members 
and chapters, but still has some distance to go. The 
donations received to date have been invested by 
IODE’s financial advisers and are earning income 
of 9 -10 per cent annually.  It is hoped that the 125th 
Celebration Fund will be supported by as many 
members as possible with both small and larger do-
nations, so all members can support IODE moving 
into the future being proud of what has been ac-
complished during the past 125 years. IODE’s public 
supporters are also invited and welcomed to donate 
to this fund for the future. Donations can be made 
by cheque to IODE Canada or e-transfer to 
IODECanada@bellnet.ca. Donations of $20 or 
more will receive tax receipts.  

125th Celebration Fund
Please donate today

Donations to the  
IODE 125th Celebration Fund  

can be made through the  
National office, www.iode.ca,  

or by using the QR code.


