
Christian Corbet is a renowned
Canadian sculptor, painter
and designer. He co-founded

and was first President of the
Canadian Portrait Academy.

At the Remembrance Day dinner
on the evening of 05 November,
Christian Corbet presented his por-
trait of Her Majesty to the 48th

Highlanders Museum in Toronto.
The official unveiling ceremony will
take place later in 2012 at the muse-
um at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Toronto.

In making the donation of his work, Mr.
Corbet stated that he wished to recognize
and honour the 48th Highlanders of
Canada for their outstanding service to
Canada. This is the first dual portrait that
Mr. Corbet has created. In his contact with
Buckingham Palace to gain approval to
represent Her Majesty in the portrait, he
also received permission to date the por-
trait 1947-2012. This recognizes the 65
years that Her Majesty has been Colonel-
in-Chief of the 48th Highlanders of
Canada. As Princess Elizabeth, she accept-
ed her first three appointments as Colonel-
in-Chief in 1947.

The sculpted portrait shows Her
Majesty on the left in 1947 as Princess and
the right as The Queen in a contemporary
portrait. In the centre top is the Royal ci-
pher and at the bottom a 48th Highlanders
badge. Maple leaves adorn each corner.

Christian has gained recognition as a
portrait sculptor and Forensic Artist work-

ing as Artist in Residence at the University
of Western Ontario where he creates foren-
sic facial reconstructions on assignment.
His most recent re-construction was for the
Department of National Defence aiding in
the identification of a WWI soldier.
Corbet’s work can be found in many dis-
tinguished permanent collections.

In March 2009, IODE Canada re-
ceived the “Hon. Pauline McGibbon
Medallion” by Christian Corbet. This
work was Corbet’s first authorized re-
lief sculpture, created in 1998, made
out of terra-cotta and mounted on an
Italian marble base.

The Honourable Pauline
McGibbon was a member of IODE for
over 65 years holding the esteemed po-
sitions as President of the Municipal
Chapter of Toronto (1950-1952) after

several years as an officer; Honorary
President of the Municipal Chapter of
Toronto, a position she held until the time
of her death; and National President of
IODE from 1963 - 1965. 

Her Honour served as Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario from 1974 to 1980
and was the first woman in the
Commonwealth to hold such a post. The
Honourable Pauline McGibbon’s life was
one of service and leadership delivered
with warmth and humour until the time of
her death. Her contribution to education,
the arts, hospital and university organiza-
tions is legendary. 

As one aspect of the celebrations of
Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee, IODE
Canada is preparing a book of congratula-
tions which will be sent to Her Majesty
later this year. Chapters should have re-
ceived, from their Provincial Chapters,
pages to be signed along with their com-
ments and returned to Head Office in time
for inclusion in the book.
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IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
for individuals through education support, community service and citizenship programs.
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Renowned Canadian Artist
Making Connections with IODE

LCol Allan Best, CD (l) and OCA
President John Dunne (r) accept
the portrait from the artist.

Then National President Chris
Bateman with the McGibbon
Medallion in 2009.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Each New Year brings the opportunity for
us to reflect on our past and to make reso-
lutions to brighten our future. 

In May 2011, as I began my term as
National President, I made a resolution to
do all that I could to take a message to mem-
bers in chapters across Canada that grow-
ing membership, by making connections, is
the key to the future of IODE.  

The National Executive Committee sup-
ported my resolution when, in October, they
approved the development of a National
Membership Campaign with the express
purpose of increasing both membership and
the number of chapters. 

The intent of this campaign is to moti-
vate individual members to embrace the
message of a membership presentation en-
titled Making Connections, to make a person-
al commitment to promote IODE by signing
a Membership Challenge Pledge Form, and
to use the tools provided to plan for this
most important work.

Recently, Past National President Chris
Bateman presented a donation of $10,000
to IODE Canada from the Edith and
Gordon Benson Foundation to allow “the
President to travel across Canada giving her
vision of the future of IODE”. We are very
grateful to the Foundation for this most gen-
erous gift. 

The National Membership Campaign is
underway! I have presented Making

Connections to members at IODE New
Brunswick’s semi-annual meeting in St.
Martins; at an IODE Ontario area confer-
ence in Ridgetown; at a meeting of IODE
Calgary and at IODE Alberta’s Provincial
Executive Committee Meeting in Red Deer. 

In 2012, I will continue with my resolu-
tion to travel to chapters, when invited, to
encourage members to embrace the cam-
paign message, that we must grow our mem-
bership. I ask you to resolve to use every
opportunity you have to invite women to
join IODE, to promote our organization and
begin the process of forming new chapters.
By doing so, together we can and will
achieve our dream of a renewed IODE.

I look forward to meeting with you at the
112th National Corporate Annual Meeting
in Mississauga where you will learn of our
progress to date.

Best wishes,

Message from National President Ann Dyer

National President Ann Dyer (c) with (l-r)
IODE New Brunswick President Jane Cushing
and Past Provincial Presidents Rita Beattie,
Joyce Gagnon and Kay Robinson.

Memorabilia on display at IODE New
Brunswick’s semi-annual meeting.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual
Meeting of The National Chapter of Canada IODE
will be held at the Delta Toronto Airport West
Hotel, Mississauga, on Saturday, 26th day of May
2012 at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon (Daylight
Saving Time) for the following purposes:

1. To receive and consider the Annual Report
for the fiscal year ended 31 December 2011
together with the auditor’s report;

2. To appoint auditors for the ensuing year;

3. To receive and consider recommendations
from the War Memorial Committee and the
National Executive Committee.

Dated at Toronto, Ontario, this 15th day of
January 2012.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Karen Barker, SecretaryFOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

We welcome Executive Assistant/Book-
keeper Kathy Moffat back from her mater-
nity leave following the birth of her son,
Tyler, in December 2010 and extend a 
sincere thank you to Jennifer McDonald
for once again filling in so capably in
Kathy’s absence. 

Notice of The National Chapter of Canada IODE

ANNUAL MEETING

IODE Membership Badge
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Good Works

The IODE Canadian Disaster Fund
began in 1998. Prior to that, the
National Services Fund and person-

al donations met emergencies as they arose.
Significant assistance was given to the
1997 Winnipeg floods, the Eastern ice
storm and the Saguenay floods resulting in
great stress on National Services projects.
To prevent depletion of the Services Fund,
this new designated fund was started and
it has served its purpose well. 

Floods arrived in the spring of 2011 in
the Richelieu Valley, Quebec, due to heavy
winter snowfall and uninterrupted spring
rains. Overall, 230 mm of rain fell from mid-
April to early May, double the normal av-
erage for that time of year. Many people
were forced from their homes for weeks and
months. Some homes had to be demolished
due to dampness and mould. Montreal’s
IODE HMS Victory chapter members
helped to connect with the  president of the
SOS Richelieu Committee that was co-or-
dinating relief efforts.  IODE Canada pro-
vided $3,000 to the Montreal chapter for
them to purchase Sears gift cards for the
SOS Richelieu’s Committee to distribute to
those most in need. Several families, victims
of the flood, testified to the importance of
the assistance and appreciated the short re-
sponse time. Thanks to HMS Victory, IODE
was able to play a part in reducing the suf-
fering of fellow Canadians.

Again in the spring of 2011, Canadians

watched with alarm on the nightly news as
flood waters swept across Manitoba roads,
bridges, farmland and towns. The estimated
damages, CBC reported, could total more
than $700 million. The federal government's
disaster assistance program would cover most
costs.  Among the numerous Manitoba com-
munities that were destroyed was the Ojibwa
First Nations community of Lake St. Martin,
where about 600 people had to be evacuat-
ed. Permission was granted at the May
National Executive Committee meeting for
Manitoba National Councillor Lorna Cowan
to investigate assistance the IODE Canadian
Disaster Fund might offer.  After investiga-
tion and discussion with Band representa-
tives, IODE purchased approximately $3,000
worth of school supplies for these students
now housed in Winnipeg. The Band repre-
sentatives and parents were so appreciative
as they thought they had been forgotten.

Nature was not finished with Canadian
communities last spring.  A massive forest
fire destroyed nearly 40 % of Slave Lake in
northern Alberta in May. Seven thousand
people fled the town as the fire destroyed
hundreds of homes and the government cen-
tre, including the new 18-month-old public
library. The loss of this community resource
hit home with all Canadians. There was a

national outpouring of support and the li-
brary has received more than 30,000 books. 

On Sunday, 21 August 2011, winds of
roughly 280 km/h carved a path about 500
metres wide through the downtown core of
Goderich, Ontario. Nature’s forces crushed
a community of about 8,000, renowned for
its beautiful sunsets, parks and beaches, lo-
cated on the eastern shore of Lake Huron.
IODE Maple Leaf, one of our largest chap-
ters, is dedicated to helping their town re-
store lives interrupted by the storm.  The
library and art gallery in the town centre,
built and furnished by the chapter, was rel-
atively unscathed by the tornado.

Prior to the disaster, the chapter had
committed to fund a special playground ad-
jacent to a refurbished housing complex be-
ing developed as affordable housing. The
housing project was stalled due to govern-
ment under- financing, but once the torna-
do struck leaving many community
members homeless, the government shifted
funds to finish the 12-unit complex. IODE
Maple Leaf was asked to finish the $8,000
playground to complement the project.
Both IODE Ontario and IODE Canada each
sent $2,000 from their emergency or their
Disaster Funds to IODE Maple Leaf. 

With further IODE networking, a benefit
concert with Emm Gryner, singer songwriter
and daughter of IODE Sarnia-Lambton
member Linda Gryner, was held with all
proceeds going towards the relief fund.
IODE Maple Leaf continues to raise funds
to assist in the town's recovery program.  

While the IODE Canadian Disaster
Fund continues to be the source of fund-
ing for disaster relief across Canada, local
chapters are in the forefront of these disas-
ters.  IODE in 2011 ... women working to-
gether to rebuild communities.

IODE Disaster Relief ~ Fire, Rain and Wind

2011 WAS A TERRIBLE YEAR FOR DISASTERS FROM COAST TO COAST

Thanks to generous donations to the IODE Canadian Disaster Fund, 
help has been possible in some areas.  IODE Canada assisted flood victims 

in Richelieu Valley, Quebec and in Manitoba, fire victims in Slave Lake, 
Alberta and tornado victims in Goderich, Ontario. 

In 2011,
$13,000 was distributed...
contributions to the IODE
Canadian Disaster Fund
are always appreciated.

In 2011,
$13,000 was distributed...
contributions to the IODE
Canadian Disaster Fund
are always appreciated.

The IODE 
Canadian Disaster Fund
forwarded $4,000 to
purchase appropriate
furniture for the children’s
section of a new library.
An additional $1,000 will
be used to help build the
decorative Red Fire Truck
for the children’s section.

The IODE 
Canadian Disaster Fund
forwarded $4,000 to
purchase appropriate
furniture for the children’s
section of a new library.
An additional $1,000 will
be used to help build the
decorative Red Fire Truck
for the children’s section.
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Charity is a Business

The new Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (NFP
Act) came into force on 17 October 2011. The National
Chapter of Canada IODE (IODE) is a federal not-for-prof-

it corporation and a registered charity.  The new Act provides a
clear set of rules that govern the internal affairs of federal not-
for-profit corporations. There will be less red tape with simplified
processes for government filings, and a more objective standard
for directors in carrying out their duties and responsibilities that
will reassure individuals who decide to be on a board of directors.

IODE must replace its letters patent and by-laws with new
charter documents by submitting articles of continuance to ob-
tain a Certificate of Continuance and creating and filing new
by-laws.  The articles and by-laws must comply with the NFP
Act and will replace the present IODE letters patent, constitu-
tion and general and national by-laws.  IODE must make the
transition by 17 October 2014.

If IODE does not make the transition by the deadline, it will
be assumed to be inactive and will be dissolved.  For registered

charities such as IODE, dissolution could lead to the revocation
of their registration as a charity. This would result in the corpo-
ration having to pay revocation tax equal to 100% of the value
of their remaining assets.

IODE’s corporate lawyers, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, will
be providing assistance to IODE to make the transition. Members
will be provided with full details of the articles of continuance
and by-laws and will be entitled to vote on the revisions.  A two-
thirds majority of votes is required for approval of the changes.
Under the old Act, not-for-profit corporations were required to
include a lot of detail in their by-laws such as procedures for mem-
bers meetings, the manner of electing or appointing directors,
procedures for directors’ meetings, and the procedures for mak-
ing, amending or repealing by-laws. The NFP Act doesn’t re-
quire this level of detail in the articles or by-laws since many of
the rules are contained in the new Act.  Your officers will be
working with IODE’s lawyers to assist our organization in com-
plying with the new Act. Updates to follow.

Canada Not-For-Profit Corporations Act 
Requires Changes To IODE Constitution

IODE Canada has been a two-time recipient of funds from the Edith and Gordon
Benson Foundation. First in 2010, $10,000 was given in support of the Snack Pack
program which provides a daily, nutritious snack to feed hungry school children in
Labrador. In 2011, the Foundation contributed $10,000 to the National Membership
Campaign – Making Connections, launched to increase IODE members, without whom
the work in Education, Services and Citizenship cannot continue.  The Edith and
Gordon Benson Foundation has also been Making Connections at the primary, mu-
nicipal and provincial levels. 

In 2010, $5,000 was given to each primary chapter in London, ON, with the pro-
viso that they support a project that would benefit children.  The varied projects were
announced at IODE London’s 100th Anniversary celebration in 2011.   At the
Municipal level, IODE London received $1,000 earmarked for the PEPP-Oxford pro-
gram directed to youth who have experienced a first episode psychosis and $10,000
to support the work of the Glen Cairn Community Resource Centre serving children
and families. Also in 2011, IODE Ontario was given $10,000 for a yet-to-be an-
nounced program. 

Edith was an active member of IODE from the time she joined IODE Peter
McGregor in 1943 until her death in 2007.  Edith, with the never-ending support of
her husband Gordon, served on IODE London in many capacities including that of
President, as well as acting as a provincial and national councillor. She was also a
member of the Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario Women’s Committee for 27
years. This hospital was built by IODE in 1922 as a Children’s Hospital.

The Edith and Gordon Benson Foundation was formed following their deaths. The
purpose of this foundation is for the betterment of children’s lives through citizen-
ship, education and services.

Edith and Gordon Benson Foundation

Starting in 2012, income tax receipts
will be issued for membership fees and
donations over $20.  Chapter treas-
urers are encouraged to use the new
form, “Primary Chapter Record of
Multiple Donations by Members for
Income Tax Receipts – 2012”  includ-
ed in the January mailing to chapters.
This allows treasurers to combine sev-
eral smaller donations made through-
out the year by members and then
submit a request form for a tax receipt
for the combined amount.  If you are
holding a fundraising event, such as a
walkathon, please let donors know in
advance that only donations of $20 or
more will be receipted. If you have
questions, please contact the National
Treasurer at Head Office.

Change in Policy 
for Income Tax
Receipts

NEW
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Anniversaries

Bright Ideas

• IODE Bridlewood, Scarborough, ON, cel-
ebrated its 35th Anniversary with a dinner
to which former members were invited. A
special project to mark the occasion was a
one-time award of $3,600 divided between
four students in Early Childhood Education.

At a 50th Anniversary celebration, IODE Lady’s
Slipper, Charlottetown, PE, invited all Island mem-
bers and former members to attend an open house.
Following this afternoon event chapter members
enjoyed an evening dinner.  As a 50th Anniversary
project, the chapter is donating needed furnishings,
to the value of $1,000, to a shelter for men being
established by the local Salvation Army.

Shown (l-r) cutting the anniversary cake are
President Sandra McCormick, longest serving
member Barbara MacNevin and charter members
Donna McCarthy and Anne Bond.

IODE Maid Marian, Dartmouth, NS, present-
ed primary life memberships to three mem-
bers (l-r), Reta Keizer, Jean Inkpen and Beryl
Walker.  Congratulations, ladies! Jean’s name
was omitted from the Life Membership list
Echoes Annual Meeting Issue, Fall 2011, page
11.  We apologize for the error.

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES

IODE women are dedicated volunteers.
Chapters often write, with justified
pride, about the impressive achieve-
ments of their long-standing members.
Unfortunately, space limitations pre-
vent us from publishing these names
on a regular basis. Here are a few you
have told us about recently: 

66 years – Lorraine Sutherland, IODE
Claremont, Hamilton, ON

65 years – Marnie Holloway and Mary
Christie, IODE Hon. Malcolm
Cameron, Sarnia, ON

60 years – Valda Fisher, IODE Lord
Sackville, Sackville, NB

Congratulations!

Two Calgary chapters, IODE Lady
Lougheed and IODE Colonel
James MacLeod made up birth-
day bags for the city’s Food Bank.
These bags were each filled with
a cake mix, icing, candles, a book
and toy.  The food bank distrib-
utes the bags as a special treat to
children on their list who have an
upcoming birthday.

Barb Campbell (l) and Joan Lawrence, IODE
Randolph Churchill, Blenheim, ON, admire
the various wares, some hand made by mem-
bers, available at their penny sale at the local
community Cherry Fest that is held each July.
This is a successful event for the chapter,
generating $2,200 for their projects. The
group also participates in a charity BBQ at a
local grocery store.

Members of IODE Kettle
Valley, Summerland, BC,
take a break from their
good works to celebrate
their 16th Anniversary.

IODE Calgary sponsored and served a
lunch at the Calgary Drop-In and Rehab
Centre for over 800 residents.  The high-
light was home-baked decorated cupcakes
for dessert donated by the members.
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Making Connections

Ten National Officers met informally
for three days in September at the home
of Second Vice-President E. Anne
Mason in Newmarket.  In addition to
allowing time for camaraderie and
bonding over bountiful meals, a variety
of matters were discussed, among them:

•  National Annual Meetings
• Membership Growth: National

President Ann Dyer gave the pres-
entation she made to IODE New
Brunswick at their semi-annual
meeting.  The Officers agreed that it
is an important presentation and
support its use in each province

•  Stumbling blocks to growth were dis-
cussed and solutions identified.

The Officers agreed that we were all
good cooks, we should eat less, we
should go for more walks and that the
get-away was very worthwhile.

Officers’ Retreat

2011-2012 National Officers at work

Front Row: Sandra Smith, 1st Vice-President;
Ann Dyer, President; Anne Mason, 2nd Vice-
President. 2nd Row: Karen Barker, Secretary.
3rd Row: Carol McCall, Constitution; Sheila
DeJaegher, Citizenship.  4th Row: Hazel
MacLeod, Education; Marie Locke, War
Memorial. 5th Row: Shirley Lamont,
Services; Bonnie Rees, Membership. Absent:
Marion Wallace, Treasurer.

Provincial Presidents 
(Vice-Presidents by Right-of-Office)

Since 1931 the Miss Kelowna Lady of the Lake
Pageant has chosen a young woman who has
a personal presence that leaves a favourable
and lasting impression to be the Ambassador
of Kelowna.  Kay Pettman, 95, a member of
IODE Dr. W. J. Knox, Kelowna, BC, was Lady
of the Lake in 1936 and 1937 and is shown here
in Kelowna’s Thrift Shop with Paoja Ararnd, the
2009 Lady of the Lake, who later went on to the
Miss World competition.

The Provincial Presidents were all in at-
tendance at the 2011 National Annual
Meeting in Halifax.

Front row (l-r): Karen Beauregard, PE;
Beatrice Tully, AB; Lorraine Kent, NS.
Back row (l-r): Elizabeth Worster, BC;
Jane Cushing, NB; Bonnie Rees, ON.

• In September 2011, Sergeant Laura
Nichols of IODE Dr. Herbert A. Bruce,
North Bay, ON, was honoured with an
OPP Accolade
Award of Merit
for Community
Service. A 20-
year veteran of
the OPP, she has
proven herself to
be committed to
community serv-
ice throughout
her career. IODE was the respected com-
munity service organization through which
her efforts were channelled. The IODE,
OPP and the community have all benefit-
ed. Respected by her chapter members,
Laura provided leadership in projects such
as the chapter’s 75th Anniversary calendar
in 2008 which raised $27,000 for
Transition House. The calendar was mod-
elled after the British Women’s Institute ef-
fort entitled Calendar Girls.

Laura also personally delivers several box-
es from IODE Ontario’s Services
Department, which include warm clothing,
to a  First Nations community school near
Parry Sound. As well, she contributes her
time as a Provincial Area Vice-President.
IODE is proud of her accomplishments and
glad Laura has connected us with the OPP
as so much good has resulted.

• In Yarmouth, NS, IODE Lief Erikson
made a connection with a women’s centre
to raise funds for the Community Fuel Fund
to assist Yarmouth town and county citizens
with their heating.  For each donation, a tag
and / or decoration was placed on a tree at
the centre. This project ties in with their an-
nual Christmas tea in mid-December for
service providers and organizations.

• IODE West Gwillimbury, Bradford, ON, reported
two new members who introduced themselves after
visiting the IODE Facebook page and IODE Canada

website.  It seems that new members today want to know a
lot about what they are joining.  Making connections through
social networking has become the practice of most charities.  

Have you joined the IODE Canada Facebook page?
Stories, good ideas and accomplishments 

are quickly shared.



Two IODE chapters delivered four laundry
baskets like the ones in this picture, stuffed
with household items to Basketeers. This
small organization links those willing to as-
sist women leaving a shelter with a "Fresh
Start" basket to those women's shelters look-
ing for help.  Ginny Slike of Basketeers spoke
at a chapter meeting of IODE Dr. Innis Mary
MacDonald, Markham, ON, with guests from
IODE Bridlewood, Scarborough in
attendance.   Basketeers has given
the IODE “Fresh Start” baskets a
whole new twist.  Basketeers pro-
vides the laundry baskets from
Rubbermaid Canada, and asks that
they be delivered to one site in ear-
ly November.  Representatives from
local women’s shelters then pick up
the beautifully wrapped baskets. In
2010, 1,602 baskets were delivered!
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Making Connections

In June, members of IODE Lord Sackville,
Sackville, NB, partnered with the Town of
Sackville Recreation Department and two
schools to plant begonias in Memorial Park
and along the Bridge Street sidewalk. The
IODE logo appeared on the flyer created by
the town.  Members of IODE Lord Sackville,
assisted school children in planting thou-
sands of plants for Sackville’s first ever
Begonias on Bridge project.  Pictured (l-r) are
Patricia Johnson, Vivien Hicks, Jean Cole,
Angela MacLeod and Isobel Phalen.

The theme of the 2012 National
Annual Meeting is Making
Connections.  Come to Mississauga

where you will have an opportunity to net-
work and make connections member to
member, chapter to chapter and province
to province.  This corporate one-day meet-
ing is a fresh approach for IODE.  Join
IODE members to discuss common needs
and goals, foster friendships and plan for
the future.  This shortened style of meet-
ing will be held in alternating years.  The
next traditional Annual Meeting and

Convention is planned for Calgary in 2013.
Making Connections can open doors to

partnerships and community liaisons.
Involve your friends, neighbours, co-work-
ers, bankers, etc., in your projects.  Make
them aware of IODE. The goal is to in-
crease our membership – priority number
one.  New members and new chapters of-
ten result from your connections: network-
ing, relationships and friendships.  Every
day there is another opportunity for Making
Connections.  Below are examples of how
chapters are already making connections.

At the November meeting of the
National Executive Committee, guest
speaker, MCpl Graham McDonald
from the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders of Canada, Hamilton,
ON, spoke about his tour of duty in
Afghanistan in 2008 and shared a slide
presentation about his experiences.
Graham was born and raised in
Dundas, ON, and joined the army in
2001.  Graham’s slides portrayed the
living arrangements of the soldiers, the
trips outside the wall of the camp as
well as the deplorable washroom facil-
ities. The slides also showed the human
side of the soldiers as they interacted
with the children and the residents of
Afghanistan, when allowed. His pho-
tographs gave us a unique look inside
the Canadian tanks and vehicles used
in Afghanistan.

This presentation gave the NEC
members a better understanding of the
life of a soldier during his or her tour
of duty.

National Citizenship Officer Sheila
DeJaegher, 1st Vice-President Sandra
Smith, MCpl McDonald and National
President Ann Dyer.

The Yoga, Tea, Wine and Cheese evening hosted by our newest chap-
ter IODE Captain Nichola Goddard, partnering with IODE Toronto, was
a great success. The goals were to connect with 20 to 30 year-olds
and to increase their awareness of IODE while raising funds. Led by
a professional yoga instructor, 60 participants were guided through
an hour of introductory yoga. Masseurs were available both before
and after yoga to help relieve kinks. The participants then were in-

troduced to three high
school students who
spoke about the special
IODE programs they had
benefited from and
thanked the members.
Wine, tea and nibbles
were offered. Nearly
$6,000 was realized and
plans are underway for
the event again next year. 
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Good Works

IODE Shore of Nine Points found out that the
Food Bank in Conception Bay South, NL, was
low on items such as paper towels, toilet tis-
sue, soap and shampoo. An appeal to fami-
ly and friends, as well as funds from the
chapter, resulted in a collection of goods val-
ued at over $1,000. Shown below is the
CBS/Paradise Community Food Bank repre-
sentative, Faye Dawe (l), accepting the dona-
tion from chapter member Aura Farrell.

IODE Lady Lougheed members (l-r) Maureen
Rose and Susan Wells pack up the 2,736 di-
apers their chapter donated to the
Shaganappi Community Health Centre in
Calgary for their Diaper Drive.   Many fami-
lies who can’t afford to keep their children in
diapers will either leave their children in a full
diaper longer than they should, or clean out
a diaper and use it again, which can lead to
skin irritations, rashes and urinary tract in-
fections.

• Mistletoe Magic was the theme for an
evening of Christmas design ideas for guests
and members of IODE Susie Sorabji,
Uxbridge, ON.  Designers from the hospi-
tal’s gift shop and a local flower shop shared
tips for festive Christmas decor.  Another
designer created a fabulous urn using black
and white branches, cascading evergreens,
white tulle and small metal balls.  The urn
was generously donated by the designer and
used as a raffle prize.  A mini fashion show
concluded the evening.  The successful
event generated funds for the chapter’s
community work.

IODE Manitou, North Bay, ON, graciously
donated some items to enhance the North
Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit’s new
Dental Clinic for use in the operatories and
reception area. The clinic treats children and
youth, 17 years of age and younger, who
are eligible for an income support program.
Two sets of wireless stereo headphones, a
variety of children’s music CD’s and a Little
Tikes picnic table fall outside of regular gov-
ernment funding and will go a long way to
help reduce the anxiety levels in children
who are nervous about dental visits.  
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IODE 40th Northumberland Regiment, Norwood,
ON, eagerly participated in their second annual
walkathon in June 2011.  They raised over $1,000 for
the local food bank and the new playground being
built at the arena. In the photo, (l-r) Kendra
Sedgewick, Deputy Clerk of Asphodel-Norwood
Municipality, is standing beside Special Projects
Coordinator Stacy Gerow on the equipment.  Standing
in front (l-r) are chapter member Leitha Daynes,
President Lisa Cossar and Valerie Przybilla, CAO.
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Julie Sadler, IODE Captain Hooper, Carleton Place, ON, sits among
a display of teddy bears offered for sale at the 13th Annual Craft
Fair.  Funds from their many money making projects which include
a luncheon bridge, annual bonspiel, bus tour and Main Street Bazaar,
help to support an adopted northern school, a therapeutic riding
program, bursaries at three high schools, the food bank, a sum-
mer camp, the School Backpack Program, as well as both the
Carleton Place and Almonte Hospitals.

• IODE Rosemary, Middleton, NS, has been
holding rummage sales for at least forty years as
their main fundraiser.  Twice a year, 30 members
are assisted by 30 volunteers to sort, set up and
sell, sell, sell!    Chapter projects include scholar-
ships, Christmas gifts to a nursing home, projects
in Labrador, support for the hospital and for the
local museum where they hold their meetings.
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News From Across the Country

• The final presentation of The Laura
Secord IODE Fund occurred in the fall of
2010 at Laura Secord School in Winnipeg.
Manitoba chapters Canadian Fliers, De
Winton, Diamond Jubilee (1960) and Jon
Sigurddson presented a colourful plaque in
honour of IODE Canada’s 110th

Anniversary and $500 to the library re-
source centre of the school.  Laura Secord,
a Canadian heroine from the war of 1812,
was honoured in 1913 when the Laura
Secord School was named. The Laura
Secord IODE Fund came about in 1921
through a gift from the great granddaugh-
ter of Laura Secord, to The Provincial
Chapter of Manitoba IODE.

• Representatives from all five primary
chapters under IODE Sarnia-Lambton
were delighted to receive an invitation from
Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley to attend a re-
ception for Lieutenant Governor David G.
Onley on the opening day of the Ontario
ParaSport Summer Games in August. 

IODE Bow Fort, Calgary, AB had a pyjama party, aka
IODE walkathon, at a park in June to celebrate a suc-
cessful year of activities which engendered good works
combined with fellowship and fun. Back row (l-r):
Shannon Keost, Dona Nickolas, IODE Alberta President
Beatrice Tully, Peggy Hanson, Johanne Lamont, IODE
Calgary President Shirley Lamont, Nadine Lafreniere.
Front row (l-r): IODE Bow Fort President Bev Lalli, Jan
McRoberts  and Leona Mitchell.

IODE Mary Armstrong, Strathroy, ON, held a
charity BBQ in the summer at a local depart-
ment store in support of the Sir Arthur Currie
Memorial Project. The committee is trying to
raise $90,000 for a life-size bronze statue of
Sir Arthur Currie, the first Canadian-appoint-
ed commander of the Canadian Corps during
WW1, who was born in Strathroy. Regent
Nancy Larocque (l) and Convenor June Akins
wore their red 110th Anniversary t-shirts to
help promote IODE.

National Citizenship Officer
Sheila DeJaegher (l) and
Archivist Barbara Johnston dis-
play a quilt donated to IODE
Canada by Betty Donaldson,
daughter of the late Alice Gibbs
who was the Provincial
President of Quebec from 1971-
1974. The quilt was given to
Alice by the chapters in Quebec
at the end of her tenure. She
proudly displayed the quilt at her
cottage.

A strong sense of community takes over in
Petrolia, ON, as chapter volunteers become
apple peelers and cutters, pastry makers and
rollers during a four-day pie-making
marathon for IODE Margaret Stokes to make
and sell over 600 uncooked apple pies.  For
more than ten years this annual project has
enabled the chapter to provide education
awards, an oversized wheelchair for the hos-
pital, tables for Peacekeeper Park, just out-
side of Aylmer, a portable chair lift in the
community centre and a $5,000 pledge to-
ward a community children’s playground.

The two-day Christmas House Tour sponsored by IODE Captain Garnet Brackin,
Chatham, ON, attracts between 800 and 900 visitors.  The 2011 theme was
“Decorating Your Home for Christmas.”  Five homes, a church and an apart-
ment were featured on the annual tour.  Home tours are a great way to show-
case the work of local businesses and have become a popular event for other
IODE chapters, as well.  Proceeds
from the event for this chapter were
used for five $500 student scholar-
ships, three school breakfast pro-
grams, sponsorship of a summer
sports camp, a water festival and
donation of books to local libraries
and schools. From right to left:
Chapter member Cathy Reaume,
homeowner Tracy Bultje, and
Cathy’s daughter Lisa, house tour
volunteer.



THURSDAY, 24 MAY 2012 
4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Provincial Presidents’ Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Provincial Presidents’ Dinner

FRIDAY, 25 MAY 2012
9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Hawthorn A/B Officers’ Meeting
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hawthorn A/B War Memorial Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. Hawthorn A/B NEC / War Memorial Luncheon
1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Hawthorn A/B NEC Meeting
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. TBD “Meet and Greet” with Past National Presidents  & Life Members

SATURDAY, 26 MAY 2012
8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. TBD Social Registration, IODE Marketplace and Exhibits
9:30 a.m. Hawthorn A/B 112th ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Presentation and Seconding of Annual Reports
Recommendations from:

National Executive Committee
War Memorial Committee

Presentation of National Awards:
War Memorial Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Scholarship
IODE (RCMP) Community Relations Award
Violet Downey Book Award

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hawthorn Hall Violet Downey Book Award Winner Book Sales                          

12:00 - 1:15 p.m. Hawthorn C/D All Members Luncheon

1:15 - 1:30 p.m. Hawthorn Hall IODE Marketplace and Exhibits
1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Hawthorn A/B Guest Speaker – to be announced

Membership Award Presentation
Crystal Challenge Cup
Installation of Officers 2012-2013
Invitation to the 2013 National Annual Meeting (Calgary)

4:00 - 4:30 p.m. President’s Suite Meeting of New and Retiring Officers
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A Corporate National Annual Meeting in 2012

MAKING CONNECTIONS:

The Key to the Future of IODE

Toronto, a world class city and home
of the head office of IODE Canada,
will be the connecting location for

IODE members from across Canada to vis-
it for the 2012 National Corporate Annual
Meeting to be held in near-by Mississauga.

Join us at the Delta Toronto Airport
West Hotel for this one-day meeting,
planned to be as time effective as possible
but with social time for you to make con-
nections with IODE friends, new and old,

from across Canada.
The Delta Toronto Airport West Hotel,

located in the north east corner of
Mississauga on Dixie Road, was chosen as
the venue for this meeting as it is renowned
for its first class service and successful host-
ing of many meetings and events. Several
outdoor patios and gardens are easily ac-
cessed from the meeting rooms; in addi-
tion, a fitness centre and indoor pool are
available for hotel guests.  The free, ten-

minute shuttle to and from Pearson
International Airport, discounted onsite
parking and affordable room rates are an
extra bonus. 

Your visit to Mississauga will open up
this annual meeting to many possibilities,
so why not consider an extended stay for a
mini holiday? The hotel has easy access to:
shopping at Heartland Centre, Square One
Shopping Centre and Sherway Gardens;
numerous restaurants, some within a five
minute walk and others, within a 15 minute
drive; and local attractions such as the
International Centre, Stage West Dinner
Theatre, Woodbine Race Track, and Living
Arts Centre. With a 30 minute commute,
you can explore exciting downtown
Toronto with its many theatres, restaurants,
boutiques, sports venues and superb water-
front attractions. 

We hope you will make the connection
to Mississauga and join us at the 2012
National Annual Corporate Meeting!

Members generously contributed chil-
dren’s books at the 2010 National
Annual Meeting in Halifax, much to
the delight of many appreciative school
children in Nova Scotia.
Once again you are being
asked to bring a kinder-
garten appropriate new
hard cover book to the
meeting so that it may
be contributed to
IODE Toronto’s “Own
a Book Share a Book” lit-
eracy program.  Inner city
schools that do not receive additional
funding are chosen for this program. Each
kindergarten student receives a new, hard
covered storybook while the teacher re-
ceives a set of books for the classroom.
IODE Toronto chapters have worked to-
gether to accomplish this program. Your
help will be greatly appreciated.

Making Connections 
PROVISIONAL AGENDA – SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Share a story…bring a book
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112th IODE NATIONAL ANNUAL CORPORATE MEETING

IODE Registration Deadline 06 May 2012 
Send completed form (one per individual) and
cheque payable to IODE Canada

Reservations should be made directly with the Hotel before 15 April 2012. 

DELTA TORONTO AIRPORT WEST HOTEL
5444 Dixie Rd., Mississauga, ON

Reservations Toll Free: 1-800 - 737-3211 or 1-905-624-1144

A

B

FULL REGISTRATION (includes 2011 Annual Report)

SATURDAY 26 MAY – 9:30 a.m. – Annual business meeting, presentation of awards, $75
All Members Luncheon followed by guest speaker, invitation to Calgary 2013 
and installation of officers.

Early Bird Registrants (15 April 2012) will receive a ticket to win a door prize (A QUILT).

OPTIONS Yes No
FRIDAY 25 MAY –  National Officers and War Memorial & NEC Meeting – Buffet Luncheon  $40

FRIDAY 25 MAY –  All Members Welcoming Party, “Meet and Greet” 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. NC

Yes No

SATURDAY 26 MAY –  Dinner (TBD): “I would be interested in staying for dinner”

IODE Canada
Suite 219, 40 Orchard View Blvd.
Toronto, ON  M4R 1B9 

25 – 26 May 2012 Registration Form

TOTAL A+B     $

From: Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________   Member of IODE for ______ years

City ____________________________________________   Province _______________________ Postal Code ________________

Telephone _______________________________________   Email Address ______________________________________________

In case of emergency _________________________________________________   Telephone ____________________________

Special Dietary Needs ___________________________________________________________________  First Time Attendee

Photocopy this form for your records. Your cancelled cheque is 

your receipt. Refunds will not be issued after 15 May 2012.
$CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR

Convention Room Rates:

$129 plus tax

Parking $7 /day



CELEBRATING A CENTURY
IODE Dardanelles, Carstairs, AB, hosted a 100th birthday
celebration for member Doris Sundberg (c), shown here
with IODE Fort Calgary members Angela Dean (l) and
Heather Wallinder.  Some of Doris’ many quilts that she has
made and donated to family, friends and IODE “Fresh Start”
baskets were on display at the party.

IODE Diamond Jubilee (1960) in Brandon, MB,
presented a “Fall Fantasy” dinner with entertain-
ment as a fundraiser and to celebrate IODE
Awareness Week.  More than 100 people attended.
Public Relations material was well placed through-
out the room. IODE posters and pamphlets were
on each table as well as at the door in addition to
the colourful information board pictured here.

This is printed on recycled paper.
Please recycle when finished.

Publications Mail Agreement 40026852

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Please Let Us Know!

Mail To: IODE Canada
40 Orchard View Blvd.
Suite 219
Toronto, ON  M4R 1B9

Email: iodeinfo@bellnet.ca

IODE Lord Sackville, Sackville, NB, received great press coverage dur-
ing IODE Awareness Week, 16 – 22 October 2011, in the Sackville Tribune
Post for their dedication to the community since 1914.  The article out-
lined the chapter’s projects which include support for adopted schools, food
bank, hospital, drug rehabilitation facility, bursaries, an award at the Music
Festival and Born to Read, the newborn reading program which provides
a sack of books for all children born in New Brunswick.  President Vivien
Hicks issued an invitation to potential members, hoping that the commu-
nity will continue to support IODE’s many worthwhile initiatives. 

We want to hear from every
province and territory. Please
send us your chapter’s story so
that we can share your good

works with members across Canada.  The
deadline for submissions for the next issue of Echoes is
15 June 2012.   This is YOUR magazine – let’s celebrate
your successes together.  Forward your photos and sto-
ries (preferably digital) through the channels to the
National Office by email, fax or regular mail today!

Get ready for Awareness Week in 2012, 15 to 19 October. 
What are you planning to do? 

Awareness Week 2011

Share Your Story!


