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The Provincial Chapter of New Brunswick, with justified pride, 
proudly claims the distinction of being the First IODE Chapter 

In January 1900, Fredericton, New Brunswick's Mayor Harry Beckwith responded to 

a request from Margaret Polson Murray of Montreal.  Mrs. Murray sought the support 

of mayors in major cities across Canada to aid Canadians departing to fight alongside 

the Empire forces in South Africa. 

Upon receiving this request, Mayor Beckwith took the initiative to place an 

advertisement in the Fredericton newspaper, inviting the women of Fredericton to 

attend a meeting in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  On the 15th of January 1900, 

thirty-seven women gathered in the Council Chambers, holding a meeting that led 

to the formation of the first IODE chapter.  During this meeting, they elected Mrs. 

Katherine (John) Black as President, along with an Executive Committee.  Thanks to 

the initiative of Mayor Harry Beckwith and the dedication of these women, the first 

IODE Chapter was officially established. 

To celebrate the 125th Anniversary, IODE New Brunswick warmly invites 

you to attend their meeting on 12 February 2025, in the Fredericton Council 

Chambers at City Hall. 

Contact  fmccarey@nbnet.nb.ca or call 506-847-

3609  by  01 February 2025, to reserve your seat 

at  the  Fredericton  City Hall Council Chambers, 

397 Queen Street. 

Join via Zoom on Wednesday, 12 February 2025, at 

11:00 a.m. AST (10:00 a.m. EST, 7:00 a.m. PST), 

please  contact  iodecanada@bellnet.ca before 

07 February 2025 to request a Zoom link.   

Old Fredericton City Hall 

Photo from Provincial Archives of New 

Brunswick, Taylor Collection 

http://www.iode.ca/
mailto:fmccarey@nbnet.nb.ca
mailto:iodecanada@bellnet.ca

