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Through the generosity of IODE member, the late Mrs. Violet Downey, IODE established The 
National Chapter of Canada IODE Violet Downey Book Award in 1984. The first award was 
presented in 1985. This Award is offered annually for the best English language book containing at 
least 500 words of text (preferably with Canadian content) in a category suitable for children aged 13 
and under. A ten-member panel of judges, including IODE members and specialists in the field of 
children’s literature, annually select the award-winning book.  
 
The short list for The National Chapter of Canada IODE Violet Downey Book Award, valued at 
$5,000, has been selected from among submitted books published in Canada in 2017. The Award is 
offered annually for the best young children’s English language book containing at least 500 words 
of text. The winner will be announced at IODE Canada’s 118th National Annual Meeting, being held 
at the Ivey Spencer Leadership Centre in London, ON, on Saturday, 02 June 2018.  
 
The five Canadian books on the short list for the IODE Violet Downey Book Award are as follows: 
 
 
 

 

 

A Month of Mondays 
Written by Joelle Anthony 
Published by Second Story Press 
As if middle school wasn’t hard enough, Suze 
Tamaki's life gets turned upside down when her 
mother reappears after a ten-year absence. Once 
Suze gets over her shock, she thinks it might be cool 
to get to know her mom. But her older sister Tracie 
is determined not to let her back into their lives. 
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Laura Monster Crusher  
Written by Wesley King 
Published by Penguin Random House 
Laura Ledwick is... well... large. The kids at school don't 
let her forget it, and call her by various names: Laura 
Large bottom, Laura Lardo, Lots of Laura--you get the 
idea. When Laura's family moves to the next town over 
before eighth grade, she expects more of the same. What 
she doesn't expect are the snake-like yellow eyes watching 
her from the forest. Or the mysterious rattling in her 
closet. Or finally making real friends for the first time. Or 
handsome uber-nerd Liam R. Kelp, who might just be the 
cutest boy to ever wear a Science Is Cool T-shirt. But when 
Laura finally discovers the source of the rattling, things 
take on a whole new level of weird. It turns out Laura has 
just been given the most important job in the world: 
Monster Crusher. Her role is simple: protect the earth 
from the horrors beneath their feet. Eighth grade is about 
to get a lot more interesting. 

 

 
Macy McMillan and the Rainbow Goddess  
Written by Shari Green 
Published by Pajama Press 
Sixth grade is coming to an end, and so is life as Macy 
McMillan knows it. Already a “For Sale” sign mars the 
front lawn of her beloved house. Soon her mother will 
upend their perfect little family, adding a stepfather and 
six-year-old twin stepsisters. To add insult to injury, what 
is Macy’s final sixth grade assignment? A genealogy 
project. Well, she’ll put it off—just like those wedding 
centerpieces she’s supposed to be making. 
     Just when Macy’s mother ought to be understanding, 
she sends Macy next door to help eighty-six-year-old Iris 
Gillan, who is also getting ready to move—in her case into 
an assisted living facility. Iris can’t pack a single box on 
her own and, worse, she doesn’t know sign language. 
How is Macy supposed to understand her? But Iris has 
stories to tell, and she isn’t going to let Macy’s deafness 
stop her. Soon, through notes and books and cookies, a 
friendship grows. And this friendship, odd and 
unexpected, may be just what Macy needs to face the 
changes in her life. 
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The Night Garden  
Written by Polly Horvath 
Published by Penguin Random House 
It is World War II and Franny Whitekraft lives with her 
parents, Sina and Old Tom, on a farm on Vancouver 
Island. Their peaceful life is interrupted when their 
neighbor, Crying Alice, begs Sina to watch her children 
while she goes to visit her husband at the military base 
where he is stationed because she suspects he's up to no 
good. Soon after the children move in, letters start to 
arrive from their father and they don't understand what 
they mean until it is too late to stop him from doing 
something that threatens to change their whole lives. Can 
the ancient, forbidden night garden that supposedly 
grants everyone one wish help? And if it does, at what 
cost? 

 

 
 

 
The Painting 
Written by Charis Cotter 
Published by Penguin Random House 
Annie and her mother don’t see eye to eye. When Annie 
finds a painting of a lonely lighthouse in their home, she 
is immediately drawn to it–and her mother wishes it 
would stay banished in the attic. To her, art has no 
interest, but Annie loves drawing and painting.  When 
Annie’s mother slips into a coma following a car accident, 
strange things begin to happen to Annie. She finds herself 
falling into the painting and meeting Claire, a girl her own 
age living at the lighthouse. Claire’s mother Maisie is the 
artist behind the painting, and like Annie, Claire’s 
relationship with her mother is fraught. Annie thinks she 
can help them find their way back to each other, and in so 
doing, help mend her relationship with her own 
mother. But who IS Claire? Why can Annie travel through 
the painting? And can Annie help her mother wake up 
from her coma? 
 
About IODE 

 
Founded in 1900, IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to 
enhancing the quality of life for individuals through education support, community services and 
citizenship programs. For more information about our organization and charitable work, please 
visit our website. Become a Member.    www.IODE.ca 


