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Share a Story .. Bring a Book

We've Accomplished So Muchl!
2026 Is a New Approachl!

The Beginning

In 2011, members were invited to bring children’s
books, appropriate for O—6-year-olds to the National
Annual Meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia in an effort to

support literacy in the host’s region. Members i,

overwhelmed a local preschool with a donation of 186 . ff’ L i

books! 111 Nationat Annual Meeting
o & Halifax, NS

The Journey

The annual Share a Story...Bring a Book campaign has gone through many iterations
over the past 15 years but the goal was consistent: Increase the access to quality
books for children in the host’s area. Members grew the program annually and as of
2025 well over 5,000 books with a total value of more that $40,000 had been
distributed.

Members Kept it Going through COVID.. IODE ASKED. LISTENED. ACTED!
Members donated money generously and books were purchased and distributed to
designated areas previously planning to be hosts. The North Point Douglas Women'’s
Centre in Winnipeg, the Brandon Friendship Centre and the Little Teaching Lodge
Aboriginal Head Start Program in Brandon, Manitoba were recipients in 2022.

Three Northern Ontario schools were each offered a third of the funds in 2023 to buy
exactly what they needed for their students. ASK. LISTEN. ACT. was brought to the
initiative and has not left!

Record Breaking Results...

TH Tl TR 2024 brought members together in Charlottetown, PEI.
' U8 %] CHANCES (Caring, Helping and Nurturing Children Every
Step) received a record-breaking 1,762 books and $1,800 in
Indigo gift cards. CHANCES purchased and distributed books
to 11 sites providing what each needed!

Last May, in London, Ontario, Vanier Children’s Mental
Wellness provided IODE members with a list of books that
would benefit their clientele. Members’ enthusiasm to assist
resulted in donated books and funds for Vanier to purchase

what was still needed.
Children’s Mental Wellness




Share a Story..Bring a Book is going LOCAL!

The 2026 National Annual Meeting returns to Zoom.
Following discussions with the National Councillors Advisory
Committee it has been decided that there will be no single

designated Share a Story...Bring a Book recipient this year.
Each primary chapter is invited to increase children’s access

to quality literature by designating their book donations to
a local community organization(s).

How will it work?
Use a liaison that you already have in your community or reach out to a new
organization that could benefit from an injection of quality children’s literature.

Every book makes a difference!

The recipient could be: a pre-school, a children’s ESL program (English as a Second
Language), a school or classroom, a children’s resource centre... to name a few.

Before purchasing books, it is advisable to follow the ASK — LISTEN — ACT approach
to ensure donations meet the recipient’s needs.

ASK. LISTEN. ACT. A simple, powerful approach to make a meaningful difference
in all community support!

ASK questions to understand the organization’s needs.
LISTEN with attention, valuing what is shared without judgment.

ACT with thoughtful, informed action, based on what you’ve learned.

Share a Story..Bring a Book is more than a campaign - it’'s a chance to inspire

young minds. Your chapter’s contributions help children and youth discover the magic
of reading and learning.

Founded in 1900, IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the
quality of life for individuals through education support, community services and citizenship programs.

For more information about our organization and charitable work, please visit our website.
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