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Over the past 14 remarkable years, the Share a Story … Bring a Book initiative has become
a highlight of National Annual Meetings - an expression of our commitment to literacy and 
community.

In 2025, Primary Chapter Education Reports recorded book contributions with a total value 
of more than $19,000. Chapters donated a wide spectrum of literacy materials, from a 
single copy of the IODE Violet Downey Book Award–winning title to audiobooks. These 
donations supported a broad range of recipients, including elementary schools, libraries and 
community resource centres.

Now What?
This year, chapters are encouraged to deepen their commitment to literacy through the 
Share a Story … Bring a Book initiative by increasing their annual donation of books in their 
community or expanding their support to a new recipient. 

Being thoughtful, responsive and respectful is at the heart of what we do. The ASK –
LISTEN – ACT principle offers a simple approach to ensuring your support reflects the real 
needs of recipients rather than assumptions. 

Start by asking questions. Reach out to the group you want to support and find out 
what they actually need. This avoids guesswork and ensures your efforts are relevant. 

Listen carefully to the response. Be open and attentive to what is being shared, even if 
it differs from what you expected. This step is about understanding their priorities and 
circumstances. 

Take action based on what you’ve learned. Provide support that aligns with their stated 
needs - whether that’s specific books, funding, or another form of assistance.

If your recipient is looking for books for youth aged 10 to 15, consider titles from the past 
shortlists of the IODE Violet Downey Book Award. For younger readers, you may also 
wish to select titles from IODE Ontario’s Jean Throop Book Award shortlists which are 
ideal for children aged 3 to 7. 

Lists of these titles can be downloaded from the 2026 National Annual Meeting webpage: 
www.iode.ca/2026-national-annual-meeting
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Founded in 1900, IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life for individuals through education support, community services and citizenship programs.

For more information about our organization and charitable work, please visit our website.

www.IODE.ca

IODE Canada, 80 Birmingham Street, Suite B6, Toronto, ON  M8V 3W6

1-866-827-7428     IODECanada@bellnet.ca

Remember to include IODE bookmarks, stickers, bookplates and rack cards to identify 
clearly your chapter’s book donations. These small touches help build awareness of IODE, 
connect your chapter to each donation and highlight the meaningful local impact you are 
making. 

Share Your Story
As part of the 2026 National Annual Meeting, we want to share some of your stories.
Please send us photos along with a brief description of your initiative, including details of 
the recipient, how the project was carried out and the impact it had in your community. 

Submissions can be emailed to echoes@iode.ca by Friday 22 May 2026.

Incentive Draw
For a chance to win $100 to spend on additional books and boost your Share a Story 
… Bring a Book initiative, your chapter’s name will be entered into a draw.

Only donations made during 2026 are eligible.

Draw will take place at the Tuesday 01 December 2026 National Advisory 
Committee meeting.

To enter, submit a photo and a brief description of your initiative, including details 
about the recipient, how the project was carried out and its impact in your community

Submissions emailed to echoes@iode.ca and received by Friday 27 November 
2026 will be entered into the draw.

* Reminder: IODE can only provide funds directly to registered charities.

If a chapter chooses to support a non-registered organization, it may purchase the 
requested books directly or reimburse the group after the books have been purchased 

and an invoice has been submitted.


