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Announcing the Shortlist of Five Canadian Books for the  

2026 IODE Violet Downey Book Award 

 

Established in 1984 through the vision and generosity of the late Mrs Violet 

Downey, a dedicated IODE member, the IODE Violet Downey Book Award is 

proudly administered by The National Chapter of IODE in Canada. Since its 

inaugural presentation in 1985, this prestigious annual honour has celebrated 

the very best in English-language children’s literature by Canadian authors, 

spotlighting books for readers aged 13 and under. Eligible titles must include 

at least 500 words and ideally feature vibrant Canadian content. Each year, 

an enthusiastic panel of IODE members and children’s literature experts 

carefully selects the winning title.  

We are thrilled to announce the outstanding shortlist for the National Chapter 

of Canada IODE Violet Downey Book Award, selected from an impressive 

range of books published or distributed in Canada in 2025. Congratulations to 

the authors and their publishers whose exceptional works have been selected 

for the 2026 IODE Violet Downey Book Award shortlist. The recipient of the 

award will be announced at IODE Canada’s 126th National Annual Business 

Meeting on Friday, 29 May 2026. 

Introducing the books (alphabetically) on the 2026 short list: 
 

Published by Wandering Fox (a division of Heritage House Publishing) 
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Published by Beach Lane Books (a division of Simon & Schuster) 

 
 
 

Published by Tundra Books (a division of Penguin Random House Canada) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Published by Thistledown Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Founded in 1900, IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for 

individuals through education support, community services and citizenship programs. 
 

For more information about our organization and charitable work, please visit our website. 

www.IODE.ca 
 

IODE Canada, 80 Birmingham Street, Suite B6, Toronto, ON  M8V 3W6 

1-866-827-7428     IODECanada@bellnet.ca 

 

 

Published by HarperCollins Canada 

 

 
 

 

Join us on Friday, 29 May 2026,  

at IODE Canada’s 126th National Annual Meeting  

to meet the winning author and enjoy a reading the winning author! 
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