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Winner of the 2026 IODE Violet Downey Book Award  
for Children’s Literature 

ROBOT ISLAND by CARY FAGAN 
Published by Penguin Random House Canada 

Forced into stealing valuable books from a rich widow, Willis takes refuge 
on an abandoned island populated by robots in this new middle-grade novel 
by acclaimed writer Cary Fagan. 

It isn't bad enough that Willis has to live with his cold uncle Tod 
in a dusty old house of used books. He can't even spend time with 
his friends Harrison and Galaxi because of the nasty after-school 
jobs his uncle makes him take on. But then his uncle asks him 
to visit an old widow lady in the mansion on the hill. 

To his surprise, Willis likes Mrs. Shorthouse and even the books 
they read together (Little Women, Great Expectations). 
Meanwhile, taking a rowboat ride, Willis discovers an 
abandoned town from the 1950s populated by square-headed 
robots. What is the connection between Mrs. Shorthouse and 
Robot Island? What will happen after the police find out that 

Willis has been stealing rare books from the mansion? And when 
Willis turns on the electricity and the robots of Robot Island come to life, will 

they turn out to be friends or enemies? 

As a writer for children, Cary has published both picture books 
and novels.  He is the recipient of the Vicky Metcalf Award for 
Young People for his body of work.  He has also won the 
Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award, the 2012 IODE Jean Throop 
Award for Mr. Zinger's Hat, a Mr. Christie Silver Medal, the 
Vine Award for Canadian Jewish Literature and the Joan Betty 
Stuchner-Oy Vey!-Funniest Children’s Book Award, and was 
shortlisted for the IODE Violet Downey Award in 2020 for The 
Collected Works of Gretchen Oyster.  He has visited schools and 
libraries across the country. 



Founded in 1900, IODE Canada is a national women’s charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life for individuals through education support, community services and citizenship programs. 

 

For more information about our organization and charitable work, please visit our website. 
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IODE Canada, 80 Birmingham Street, Suite B6, Toronto, ON  M8V 3W6 

1-866-827-7428     IODECanada@bellnet.ca 

Cary lives in the west end of Toronto. He teaches courses in writing for children at 
the University of Toronto Continuing Studies. 

IODE Canada is not in a position to sell this year’s winning book, Robot Island. We 
recommend purchasing copies from your local bookstore or through an online 
supplier. You may also contact the National Office to request Cary Fagan 
autographed bookplates, Violet Downey gold foil seals for the front cover, silver foil 
book stickers for the inside the cover, and bookmarks, all available free of charge 
(postage only applies). To help reduce mailing costs, please consider combining 
orders whenever possible.  
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